DESH Qeshbandhu Tollege

L X1 & 2 Kalkaji, New Delhi-19,



DESH

Vol XII July—December, 1963 Nos. 1—
CONTENTS
Message for the Magazine Principal (Dr.) Amba Prasad i-ii
Addresses of Welcome to Principal (Dr.) Amba Prasad @ .. Hi-iv
Address of Welcome to Dr. B.N. Ganguly . v-vi
The Independence Day Pledge - vii
Why take a pledge of Solidarity ? Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru viii
Editorial Sujata Varma 1
Bottom'’s Dream o 2
The Scientific Method Shri V. N Pasricha 5
Lebanon, Land of Milk and Honey Emely Zalami 8
Reminiscences of Life Shri G. S. Mamik 10
Radioactivity and Medicine Goutam Banerjee 12
A Tete-a-Tete Sujata Varma 16
Wedding Invitation Shanta Butani
Writing Bal Krishan Pardal «
The Tutor S. H. Subramony b
And I Died Ghanshyam Khokar
Literature Keshava Narayan Pandey
The Fulfilment Arun Madan
To Beauty Shashi Dhar Kabtiyal
My Sister Vijaya Lakshmi Rajan
Africa’s Lhasa : Timbuctoo R. C. Dutt .
Asoka and his Dharma Asha Sharma
Two Poems Shri J. K. Jain 3!
Future of English after 1965 Khem Chand Vassandani 3!_]
Some unexpected Visitors C. Parvathi 4]
e 4.

About Qurselves



‘AQYd "WYY VW peseld equy (Caq) jediduilg




Message for the College Magazine
By Principal (Dv.) Amba Prasad

When the Chief Editor of “Desh”
sked me for a message for its readers
I began to wonder whether I should
agree o give one. It has become
customary to ask for a message from
a new head of an institution and it 1is
also customary to give such a message.
Such messages are more often taken
for granted and as such are read by
only a few. In any case they are not
taken seriously. I agreed to follow the
custom in the hope that the young
reziers of this jeurnal will not only
pot fail to go through the words
printed here but will also ponder
over what is intended to be communi-
cated.

Dedication to their studies is the
first duty of the students. Coming
as they do from middle class families,
students of this college, both boys and
girls, should be able to cultivate this
habit much more easily. In no other
walks of life, not even in those where
steady pursuit of wealth is the aim,
as profession or trade or industry, is
s:0 much dedication to be found, as is
required in this life of a student. A
dedicated student behaves in a cha-

racteristic way of his own. He has a
distinctive personality of his own., He
is respected everywhere he goes, He
developes a habit which remains an
asset throughout his life and leads to
success in whatever carecer he chooses
to take,

Then there are the three ideals of
“love, truth and service"” which 1
never tire of emphasizing for the stu-
dents of Deshbandhu College. If a
student has no ideals, he is not fit to
be a student. These three provide
the beacon light which should guide a
student in his student days and ever
afterwards. From these ideals will
flow other virtues. A student’s per-
sonality should be based en a2 harmo-
nious blend of knowledge and charac-
ter. Let these ideals shape your
character. You will thus become
students of which your alma mater
will be well proud. You will go out
into the world bearing a distinct
stamp of your own, so that I shall be
able to say with humble pride : “Here
is a student of my College ; ideals of
love, truth and service’ have gone
deep down into his character.”” You
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will always be able to keep your head
high, whatever your economic status
in life.

You should constantly ask your-
selves the questions: '‘Who is fit
to be free 77 “Am I fit to be free ?"
Qur national freedom is under stress
and threat. Grave dangers within
and without threaten us., We must
defend freedom at home and abroad.
We must be willing to have it cost
us something to defend it. We must
all gird ourselves for a struggle which
may last for several years.

So also let us ask these questions :
*Is the clever predator fit to be free 7
“Is a social parasite fit to be free ?”
“Is he fit to be free who indulges in
clever politics to secure his selfish
ends 7' The answers, I am sure, will
be the same in all the cases. If our
education serves mainly to Increase
the power to exploit our fellow-men
and widen the scope of our operation

with greater immunity, that educa-
tion is not worth having at all. Are
the blackmarketeers and adulterers
and corrupt officials, however highly
educated and highly placed and how-
ever armed with the power of wealth,
tit to be free ? In the present stage
of social change in India and in the
times in which we are living, we can-
not afford to be living off the good
things supplied by the society without
giving back to it in equal proportion.
Likewise some among us adopt ques-
tionable means to achieve their ends
tempted by prospects of immediate
gain. That is the misuse of higher
education If means are vitiated, the
ends are bound to be vitiated.

Let us then give some thought to
what cur duties are in the context
of India of today, ILet you be the
bearer of the torch of love, truth and
setvice. Let this torch be carried
torward to others so that it may
continue to burn,

“ A secret,

prayer lies hidden within the human heart,

The man himself does

not know it, yet working mysteriously within his soul, it urges him to

prayer according to each man’s knowledge and power.”

(The Wuy of a Pilgrim)
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Address of Welcome presented to Dr. Amba Prasad
By Members of the Staff Association

Sir,

Iam glad to have this privilege
of extending to you, on behalf of the
members of the Staff Association, a
hearty welcome on your assumption
ot office as Principal and as the new
Chairman of the Association. Your
arrival here was long and eagerly
awaited, and this gives an added
charm to the occasion. The question
of the appointment of a permanent
Principal had for quite some time
been before the Governing Body, but
perhaps because it was engaged In
settling the bigger question of the
transfer of the college, vour appoint-
ment had to wait for nearly a year
and a half. Now that the reins of
office have been entrusted to your
able and energetic hands we can con-
fidently ook forward to a period of
rapid improvement in every sphere of
the college Our optimism, Sir, is not
without reason. Looking to your high
academic attainments, in India and
abroad, and your long experience as
a University teacher, your high scho-
larship, and your proven organizing
ability--locking to all these qualities
we can safely say that the authorities
have made an excellent choice in
selecting you for this post.

This college has several require-
ments some of which need prompt
attention. Woe are, in the first place,
short of adequate building. The
college has no good Hall, no common

room for the boys, and not even suf-
ficient number of c¢lass rooms. Qur
library ts housed in a narrow and
stuffy corner where there Is neither
space nor proper atmosphere for
quiet, serious study. Qur staff room
needs proper maintenance and re-
furnishing. Again, we have no staff
quarters, and nearly all of us have to
pay exorbitant rents for houses that
can hardly be called respectable ; and
some of us have to live as far away
as Karol Bagh or Kamla Nagar. The
contruction of staff quarters, we feel,
Sir, 1s a must, and deserves priority.

I could dwell on our problems
much longer but for fear lest this
emphasis on the unsavoury aspects
of the college should mar the note of
joy and welcome with which I began
this address. I put a halt to this strain.
You will, Sir, in due course, get fully
conversant with our needs and prob-
lems. and we are sure you will do
your very best to bring this college in
line with the best colleges of Delhi.
On our part we assure you of our
unscinted co-operation and whole-
hearted devotion to ocur work and
duties. We wish you, Sir, a very
happy and successtul time iu the
college. and we bid you once again a
very cordial welcome.

Before I end, I would thank you,
Sir, for having agreed to our request
to meet us over a cup of tea and for
having listened to this address.
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Addsess of Welcome presented to Principal (Dr.) Amba Prasad

by the College Union
Sir,
In my capacity as the Vice-President of the Deshbandhu
College, Kalkaji, I have the honour to welcome you today

as Principal of the College and also as Chairman of the
College Union Committee.

For the last one and a half years we were working
under the guidance of Shri R. K. Sud, the Officiating
Principal, who has now resumed his teaching work after
handing over the charge of the College to your worthy self.
We hope that the College will rise to eminence under your
guidance. If the face is an index of the mind we can safely
infer that your intellectual grasp, academic attainments,
teaching ability and impressive personality are bound to
leave a mark on the administration of the College. On our
part, Sir, we assure you of our fullest co-operation.

We have several difficulties and handicaps. To
mention a few, we lack a common-room for boys; ac-
commodation in the library and facilities for sports are
inadquate and the College Union has no office.

We shall have to come to you, Sir, time and again
for guidance and help. We hope we shall always get them.
We shall discharge our duties to the best of our abilities
and capacities and try to prove worthy of the offices to
which we have been elected by our fellow-students.

With these few words, Sir, I once again welcome you
in our midst as our Guide, Philosopher and Friend.

(iv)



THE COLLEGE UNION

Principal {(Dr.) Amba Prasad thanking Dr. B.N, Ganguly



THE COLLEGE UNION

Dr, B.N. Ganguly, Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
University of Delhi, inaugurating the College Union,



Address of welcome presented to Dr. B. N. Ganguly
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Delhi.

on [4th September, 1963

Revered Sir,

On behalf of the students of the
Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji, I, as
the President of the College Union,
extend a hearty welcome to you. To-
day is an important and auspicious
day for the college but it is also a day
which your august presence amongst
us has made all the more memorable.
When we approached you with the
request to grace our function, you, Sir,
responded to it with the traditional
readiness of our Gurus of celebrated
memory. Your blessings, Sir, we are
sure, will help to sustain our humble
efforts to make the working of the
College Union during the year a suc-
cess. Wae could not have chosen a
better person than you, Sir, as our
Gnide, Philosopher and Friend. You,
Sir, combine in yourself the best
traditions of our country as a gentle-
man, student, scholar, teacher, a
specialist in the domain of Economics,
an author and an administrator.
We all know, Sir, that you are a
worthy son of a worthy father, a
brilliant student who never missed a
scholarship in any examination, the
highest being the coveted Premchand
Roychand Scholarship in the Univer-
sity of Calcutta. You are an eminent
teacher who devoted himself to the
honoured profession of imparting
knowledge, first at the University of
Dacca from 1926 to 1932 and after-
wards at the University of Delhi.

Commonwealth conference.

Your merit as ann economist was re-
cognised by the Government and you
were invited to participate in, and
represent your country, as a delegate
in more than one International and
You also
served 2s a member of 2 number of
Naticnal Commissions,

In the midst of these multifarious
activities, you never let the academic
interests suffer. If any prcof is need-
ed we have your many writings, both
pamphlets «nl books. Even at the
moment you, Sir, are engaged in writ-
ing (1) Economic Problems and Pros-
pects of Kulu and Kangra Valley and
(ii) Inter-State Trade in India.

This refutes the oft-expressed
appehension in academic circles that
administration kills scholarship. From
teaching and writing scholarly books
the next step was to the Directorship
of the Agricultural Economic Research
Centre at Delhi, the Deanship of the
Facuity of Social Sciences and Jately
the Pro-Vice-Chancellorship of our
University.  Your career, Sir, is
spectacular ; a career of which anyone
could be rightly proud. But you, Sir,
have taken the honours and distinc-
tions as thev came with modesty and
humility which characterize 2 true
votary of knowledge.

Your manifold merit raised you to
eminence. We admire that and we
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cannot help wondering at it too. But
it is as a teacher, Sir, that we love
you most. I need not be a mirror
to you to bring out your qualities of
head and heart ; your very appearance
speaks for them eloquently enough,
Those who have come into close
contact with you, as your students
or. as colleagues, bear testimony to
your charming personality, unassum-
ing manners, sweet and soft voice and
large-heartedness. Your interest in
the student community is almost
paternal. It is, indeed, a privilege for
us to have you in our midst today to
inaugurate and bless our College
Union. The Students’ Union in this
college has a proud and distinguished
tradition. We fervently hope that
this year also we shall make efforts
to make the Students’ Union a helpful
organ for the fullest flowering of the
students’ personality and a useful
forum for various extra-curricular
activities like organizing of debat-
es, declamation contests and lectures.
We intend this year to set up a
Volunteer Organization which would
attempt promoting better relations
between the passengers and the D, T.
U. authorities. It is a matter of plea-
sute that the Principal has kindly

agreed to be the first volunteer of this
kind. It is also our humble effort to
promote National Integration and
toster a feeling of oneness amongst
the students.

We in this college, Sir, have cer-
tain peculiar problemsand difficulties.
For one thing, we are housed in a
building which is singularly inade-
quate for the growing needs of our
flourishing institution. We as stu-
dents feel that our library could be
improved and expanded in many res-
pects in order to make it more useful
to the students. A few other handi-
caps like the lack of a common-room
for the boy students and an office for
the Union would be apparent even to
a casual visitor, We hope with your
active help and keen interest in the
well-being of this institution we
shall be able to overcome these pro-
blems and remedy these short comings.

I once again express a deep sense
of gratitude to you for having spared
us some of your valuable time today,
but I do feel. Sir, that you are but one
of us and that in honouring you we
bat honour ourselves,

“There are two kinds of immortality; that which the soul

rea’lly enjoys after this life and that imaginary existence which

men live in their fame and reputation.”

(Joseph Addison)
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Jhe Independence Day Dledge

"I, on this the 16th Anniversary of our Indepen-
dence, take this solemn pledge in the presence of
members of the Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji,
and with faith in God, that I shall strive with
all the strength, courage and determinaticn that
are given to me, to preserve our national freedom,
national unity and national integrity. I shall not
flinch from even performing the supreme sacrifice
of life whenever demanded of me in the cause
of the motherland. I am quite conscious that our
freedom is facing a grave threat today, I take the
firm pledge to meet this threat from whatever
quarter it may come.

As a student, I will always worship at the altar
of learning because I know it is my sacred duty.
But I know at the same time that the community
has also a claim on me. [ resolve further to
rededicate myself to the task of building up of
the nation to the best of my capacity.

Above all, I believe that nothing can be achieved
without character and, on this day, I take a pledge
to build my character on the foundations provided
by the ideals of love, truth and service.”

—— —— —
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“And why, indeed, should we have to take a pledge of
solidarity ? Solidarity is a natural thing which the people of
every nation must possess because the whole concept of a nation
is that the people hold together, that the people have many
common features, that the people attain freedom and retain it,
and that the people realize that in the freedom of the nation
and in the progress of the nation lies their progress and advance-
ment. If in a country there is no solidarity, no proper solidarity,
that country is doomed. It goes to pieces. [t cannot fight the
many dangers that beset it.......

We are, ever since the sad experience of last year, trying
to build up our strength, our military strength, our air strength
and all that, but remember that the real strength of a nation lies
in its mina and heart, in its firm determination to face all
dangers and to preserve the freedom and integrity of the nation.

Who was the bravest man that India has produced in
our times ? You know that, Mahatma Gandhi was by far the
bravest man whom I have ever met., He was not a man of
arms using arms ; he was not a man who suppressed others, but
he was a man who was invincible in the strength that nobody
could suppress him or buy his soul for any thing that could be
done, Now, we are not wholly following Gandhiji’s way, because
we have resorted tc arms, to arinies and air force and navy.

That is true because the conditions of today in India
require us to dc so, because unless we did that we would become
weak, we would become cowardly and we would betray our
nation. But the fact rempins that whether you take to arms
or not, the real courage lies in unity, solidarity and strength of
will and strength of heart. And even in having to fight with
arms, this hasto be supported by the work and courage and
unity of the nation.

If a country is united in this, if there is solidarity among
the people, then not merely arms can conquer it.”*

Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru

* Reproduced from the Hindustan Times, New Delhi.
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Editerial

Here we are once again at the
commencement of a new academic
vear. Some of the old familiar faces
gone, but in compensation we have
many more enthuasistic youngsters all
around. An embarrassing, yet enter-
taining time over, which is given and
taken also in good humour, they are
now settling down. Let us make this
an opportunity to welcome all the
freshers who are now going to be a
part and parcel of the college.

After a long waiting of almost two
years we have now among us our
new Principal. Well, they say,
patience is ultimately rewarded and
so 1t seems; for we have in him a per-
tect gentleman. His very inspiring
presence has lent an air of discipline
and dignity to the college. Under
his kind and capable guidance we are
sure to improve and prosper.

Our college has a reputation for
being chivalrous to the whole lot of
applicants; mind you, to all those who
are deserving and even to those who
are in distress. From 850 the strength
has now gone above a thousand.
While chere is such an over-crowding
the premises remain the same which

By Sujata Varma

could hardly accommodate even the
eight hundred we had two years ago.
The space-problem has now cost us
even a ‘sacrifice’. The college hall
has to adopt 2 waxen look. Normally
it is to be a reading room and only on
occasions a hall, or an auditorium in
the real sense of the word. Since the
University has to take charge of us
very soon let us now hope for a
speedy execution of all that is pro-
to us; a spacious building
and better facilities.

mised

We should not let ourselves be
overwhelmed by these petty grievan-
ces of ours. Indeed, they are petty
when cempared to the catastrophe
contronting our nation at the present
mement. To retain the hard-won
freedom and to preserve the prestige
of cur sacred soil should be the sworn
duty ot all the students. The com-
pulsory N. C. C. training has already
fostered a certain amount of discip-
line and a high morale in us. So let
us drown all our personal grouses.
With all the limitations and short-
comings let us try—and succeed—in
being useful to ourselves and to our
nation.
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BOTTOM’S DREAM

: 0 Bottom, thou art chang'd !
what do I see on thee ?

Snout

“What do you see ? You
see an ass-head of your own,
do you ?” (Exit Snout)

Bottom

Re-enter Quince

: “"Bless thee, Boitom, bless

Quince
thee ! Thou art translated.”

“I see their Bnavery : thisis
to make an ass of me ;...."

Bottom

The truth of Bottom’s words dawned
upon my mind the other day when I
saw the ass's head of Ravana, the
Demon-king of Lanka, go wup in
flames. Every year we take immense
pains and spend thousands of rupees
to celebrate the triumph of Rama
over Ravana : the triumph of Good
over Evil or of Reason over Folly.
But are we any the wiser for that;
that is to say, a bit more reasonable
than we were last year or the Jeast
bit less foolish than our forbears ?
We do celebrate this triumph but if
truth must be told—though it is the
bitterest of truths—we cherish our
folly more than the much-trumpted
wisdom. Which sane-headed fellow
will cut his nose to spite his face ?
QOr in plain words, man alone will
manufacture the deadliest nuclear
bomb to blow himself up and put an
end to civilization. The ass’s head,
which Puck placed on the head of
Bottom in Shakespear’s play : A
Midsunvmer Night’s Dream, seems to

(

stick to us as our very shadow. Shake
it off even if we will, it will not leave
us ; the ass has parted with it once

“for all and made a tree gift of it to

Man, his Master. This was the broad
meaning in the long drawn out bray
of the ass who timed 1t with the ex-
plosion of the tirst cracker and who,
as I turned to leok in his direction,
slunk away with a jeering and snar-
ling laugh on his lips. : “It is not I
who possess the ass’s head but you
who perpetuate the memory of this
day.......!” And 1 felt guilty......and
returned home with my head hanging
in shame. Awvnass to teach me wis-
dom ! What an ass of an ass! He
seemed to have a head that was not
that of an ass; at least not of the type
Buridan’s ass in the fable is credited
with.

Till that day and till that hour
and minute I had always wondered
whether the ass, or to give the more
familiar name, the donkey, had a sense
of humour ; to make us laugh at our-
selves, To say that he has any sense
at all, vou would say, is to make a tall
claim for him—a claim difficult to
establish in face of steries, fables and
dictionaries galore. We need not
waste our efforts, Tt would be, in-
deed, a pity to endow the ass with
the proverbial ass-head. For what
is an ass with the ass-head ; a living
sp:cimen of man withour man’s head
on his shoulders or man with the ass-
head. Whatisin a name ? The ass
would not change hi: name with
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man...not with what man has today
made of himself.

Did the ass ever have a head ? The
ass who carried the infant Jesus had
no head ; she had a heart,” a heart ob-
viosly full of humility that vied fairly
with the adoration of the Magi, If
she had a head she would certainly
have lost it and become swell-headed
and claimed a part of the glory that
was the Lord’s. She would have not
have used her hind legs to proclaim
her dignified existence and hurl
defiance at man, who worshipped the
Lord she carried. but on the contrary
she would have strutted, like the
proud steed of Bolingbroke during
his triumphal march into London,
with his head held high. Look at the
Nandi Bull, the mount of Lord Shiva,
and you at once see the difference.

Once again, look at the dignified
self-etfacement with which the ass
suffered Titania, Queen of the Fairies,
to make love to Bottom ‘translated’ or
crowned with the ass-head. Not a hair
of his did turn under the soft caresses
of Titama ; neither did he put forth
his usual bray of gratification or an
outburst of humour at the sight of
this monstrous absurdity : Oberon's
Queen making love to a weaver, and
that too with the ass-head... ; neither
did he break forth into a twist-dance
at the smell and taste of tiny deli-
cacies otfered to his tickling palate

"Great-hearted is the horse: the donkey
bears
A s0ul bowed down beneath his load
of ears.
(Bernardus Sylvestris)

by the whole crew of elves and fays.
What heroic self-effacement ! Could
you or I have done it? With the
same indifference or passivity of
decorum, if you choose to call it so,
he heard the gike of Puck : O Lord,
what fools these mortals be I He
being mortal, even though not human,
would have kicked Puck in the wings
if he bad a head. He had a heart and
sutfered Titania make love to him.
Why spoil the fun of the moment!

Yet another handy instance that
comes to mind is that of Mocdestine,
the she-ass whom Robert Louis
Stevenson adopted as his companion
on his celebrated rour in the Cevennes.
R.L. S was a perfect Bohemian and
only an ass—and she-ass, if you will
permit—of the noture that Mcdestine
had wounld have put up with his
vagaries and indiosyncrastes. If R.L.S.
ultimately realized that it was he who
had to come to terms with Modestine
and synchronize himself with her pre-
ferments the credit shou'd go to him
for possessing a head that could think;
Modestine had no head. The pru-
dent teader while he reads the Travels
with a lonkey in the Cewvennes has a
disturbing feeling that Modestine
wonders whether R. L. S. had not
lost his head long before he decided to
undertake the present tour and launch
himself and her—the poor she !—
together on what at best was a fool's
errand.  On the sly she laughs at
R.L S. and hums Puck’s immortal
words : ‘O Lord, what fools these
mortals be !> Only a crazy head,
that is to say, a fool, wounld have hit
upon the quixotic idea of travelling
in the Cevennes— or tor the matter
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of that, across the virgin tropical
wilds of Africa or the Sahara, and
this all by himself. Kinglake knew
better, Possessed of a heart, she
willy-nilly joined him to bear him
company. How generous of her ! To
begin with she had a head. Did she
not put up her hind legs and throw
the luggage and the accoutrement 7
But ultimately her heart triumphed
over her head and she surrendered
her head to R. L. S.’s head.

Instances could be multiplied, 1
shall content myself with cne more.
Who does not know the story of the
father and the son who could not
decide whether the old man or the
young son or both of them should
ride their donkey and who in the end
decided to carry the donkey on a pole
—to drop the poor little dear into a
pool of water. A typical donkey
with the free use of his legs, wiil not
easily allow himself to be leg-tied and

slung across a pole and be mocked at
by every Tom, Dick and Harry. But
the story cannot tell a lie: this
donkey submitted himself or herself—
the story does not specify the sex—
to the ridicule of an entire town and
to an ignominous end. Call it mar-
tyrdum or, if you need must use your
pet epithet, folly. But whose folly ?
The ass’s or the master’s 7 that is
the questton ...
Man 1s conscious that he has the
ass-head and also that bhe must not
have it if he is not to be an ass ; yet
he cannot help it. Call it cruelty of
fate or just a dirty trick of Powers
that be: but it is as much there
to-day as it was with Ravana, the
Demon-King of Lanka. The ass-head
is much more man’s than the ass’s.
He has bartered bis soul for it. One
need not be a patch’d fool to interpret
Bottom's dream or his words :
*‘Methought I was, methought [ had....

“When we talk of socialism, we mean soclalism of an ethical character.

It is an attitude of mind, a pattern of behaviour, a way of life.

In the social-

istic pattern of society, the individual should subordinate his selt-interest to

national weltare.

A new type of being who has developed an ethical sense

is essential for the socialistic reconstruction of our society.

Ir is well to recall the words uttered by Gandhiji in 1925 about the

seven sins which

afflict our society.

They are Politics without Principle,

Woealth without Work, Pleasure without Conscience, Knowledge without
Character, Commerce without Morality, Science without Humanity, Wor-

ship without Sacrifice™,

—Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,
President of India.
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The Scientific Method

By Shri V., N Pasricha

CIENCE is a large and important

part of our world to day. In fact
our very existence depends on it
although we may not be conscious
ot it. It will be interesting to
understand how science progresses; in
fact what science is and how the
scientists work., Scientists are not
totally different from other human
beings like artists, poets, writers and
businessmen. They are intelligent in
their own field no doubt but they
possess an extra quality, curosity,
which is their peculiar business and
a starting point of scientific investi-
gation. A few of the great scientists,
like Maxwell, Ramanujam and Henry
Perkins have been child prodigies,
but not all. Einstein, the great genuis,
was dull and slow in his childhood.
Same c¢an be said about Newton and

Faraday. But all great scientists had
the child’s curiosity which they
pursued. They were not satisfied

with everyday explanations of the
world around. Many of them were
day-dreamers, In fact many of the
world's great ideas have sprung from
simple day-dreaming. Intelligence,
devotion and intuition go a long way
in building up scientific progress, but
far more important is the method
employed by scientists. It is due to
a cotrect method and approach to
work that science has made such a
stupendous progress in the last two
hundred years. The credit for for-
warding and expounding a new

scientific method goes to giants like
Copernicus, Galileog, Harvey, Newton,
Boyle and Pasteur.

Let us see how a scientist works,
To explain something he begins with
what he already knows, by careful
observation and experimentation or
by experiences gained ty others. He
states the problem clearly and then
advances a hypothesis {(a Greek word
meaning something put underneath)
which is the starting point in his
systematic search of truth. A hypo-
thesis is an explanation, answer or
theory of some kind which is not yet
proved. The scientist now deduces
by argument what ought to be true
if his hypothesis were true. Deduc-
tion is a technical term meaning the
process of reasoning out what must
necessarily follow if a certain state-
ment is true. Next he devises an
experiment to test his hypothesis.
The result of the experiment may
support his hypothesis. If testing
and retesting confirm his hypothesis
it becomes a theory which if it stands
the test of time mav become a law,

Let us follow two children, A and
B, discussing why a dog is licking
a plece of paper. A says the dog
likes paper (Hypothesis I). According
to B, there may be something good
on the paper which the deg likes
(Hypothesis II}, To disprove the
first hypothesis, B conducts a control
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experiment by offering the dog a
clean piece of paper. The dog rejects
it but keeps on licking the first piece.
This proves B's hypothesis. Without
knowing, the children are using the
basic element of scientific method.

Using this scientific method,
Lavoisier, the founder of modern
chemistry, gave a deadly blow to the
previously existing phlogiston theory
of combustion. According to this
theory or concept, a hypothetical
substance named phlogiston was a
necessary part of a combustible sub-
stance and escaped on burning. [.a-
volsier observed burning objects and
asked himself what really happens
when things burn. Based on his work
and others’ he proposed a hypothesis
that a wvital par: of air was res-
ponsible for combustion. To test his
hypothesis he heated mercury in a
measured amount of air and obtained
red oxide of mercury. He showed
that the residual air did not support
combustion and was not fit for breath-
ing. After heating the oxide of
mercury he recovered equal amount
of ‘air’ used earlier, This recovered
‘air’ was shown to support combus-
tion copiously. [n fact, combustion
occurs only due to this part of air,
called Oxygen. After repeating his
experiments a number of times,
Lavoisier confidently restated his
hypothesis, now a theory, that fire is
caused by chemical reaction between
the burning substance and the oxygen
in the air.

An example from crime detection
can further establish the soundness
of the hypothetico-deductive method.

In a story by Arthur Conan Doyle,
Sherlock Holmes, the great sleuth,
visits the scene of a murder. After

-studying the corpse and evidence care-

fully he pronounces that the murder
has been commitred most probably by
a British sailor, with a Iimp, and who
has just returned from China. He
suggests looking for such a person
after finding if a ship has recently
returned from China. Then he ex-
plains to his friend Watson his
conclusions based on his deduction
and reasoning. His keen eyes have
noticed a peculiar angle of the left
foorprint (of the wmurderer) com-
pated to the right. He has found
bit of ashes, half smoked, near the
corpse.  His expzrience of pipe
tobacco shows that the ashes are from
a cheap type of adulterated opium
sold to British sailors in certain ports
of China. The knot round the vic-
tim's throat reveals that the murderer
is an experienced seaman. Holmes 1is
reasoning that if the murderer were
a certain kind of person, certain
things would follow. He is thinking
of just that kind of person who, if
he were the murderer, would leave
exactly the traces that were actually
left at the scene of the crime. In
other words he is thinking of a theory
which world fit the facts observed.
The more facts a theory fits, the
better it turns out to be.

Many important discoveries have
been made by deduction. Copernicus
reasoned: If the Earth were rotating
round the Sun the apparent motions
of planets could be easily explained.
Later astronomers reasoned: If the Co-
pernican theory and Newtcn's law of
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gravitation are correct, then a new
planet should be detected at a certain
position. Archimedes reasoned: I
the crown is made of pure gold it

will displace the same amount of -

water as pure gold weighing the same
as the crown. Lister reasoned: If
putrefaction and wound infection are
caused by harmful bacteria in the air
then the wound will heal if the germs
are killed by a disinfectant like
carbolic acid.

The scientific method thus con-
sists of observation, hypothesis,
deduction, experimentation and draw-
ing conclusions. In this way one
arrives at true knowledge. Knowledge
thus built up reveals more knowledge
and is incentive for new ideas to
appear. Science itself is not simply
knowledge. It is a systematic ob-
servation of phenomena, the collec-
tion and classification of facts and
logical deduction of generalisation
or laws from these facts. The scienti-
tic method discussed above is also
called the Inductive method of which
the Deductive method is a part. The
Greeks were remarkable philosophers
and scientists some 2,500 years ago
and contributed a lot to the progress
ot science. The downfall of Greek
science was due to the defective
scientific method which was purely

deductive and not based on experi.
ments to support deductions. Experi-
ments play a major rele in the
development of science, They not
only prove or disprove a concept but
also give new information. As a
matter of fact, experimental results
are of permanent value whereas one
theory may replace another in the
light of new facts. Another condition
of healthy growth of science is that
theory and experiment must go to-
gether.

History of science shows that only
by correct scientific method any kind
of enquiry is able to make a headway.
Every body cannot become Ruther-
ford, Curie or Bohr, but one can
adopt the method. This method is
an exacting discipline which demands
that a scientist must not take any
thing for granted, must not trust his
senses, must lay aside all his prejudi-
ces, marshal his facts without fear or
favour, frame his hypothesis accor-
dingly and verify results. New ideas
in science do not come out of
nothing, They come with discipline,
experience and reflection. If you
keep on turning a problem in your
mind they will come sooner or later.
They come to the prepared minds
who keep on looking for them.

——

“It is no longer the forces of nature which threaten us.

At the

moment, blind social and economic forces which have come into existence as

a by-product of our non-scientific civilization are controlling us.

We must

control them, or perish ; and the first step to controlling them is to under-

stand them.”
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Lebanon, Land of Milk and Honey

By Emely Zalami, Pre-Medical 2nd year

EW countries in the world have’

50 successfully combined the old
and the new as Lebanon. A pocket
sized democratic parliamentary Re-
public, (it has only four thousand
square miles of territory) skirting the
Mediterranean, it has been pictures-
quely described as *rich in time but
poor 1in space.”

Layers upon layers of history lie
beneath this thriving and modern
Republic of the East and the West. It
draws its harmony from the beauty
of the Cedars; *‘the Cedars of the
Lord” are parpetual and tease the
march of time. Its green valleys,
softened by the shade, are ever
smiling. lts snow-capped mountains
overlook the sunny waters of the
warm, blue Mediterranean.

The Ancient ruins of Baalbeck,
Biblos and Sidon and the historic
cities of Tripoli and Tyre, co-exist
with the most modern architecture
and civic conveniences of the mid-
twentieth century.

Lebanon, blessed by geography to
provide a meeting ground for the East
and the West, has made the most of
the blessing. It is the West’s gateway
to the East. [Its capital, Beirut, is
touched and adorned with progressive
ideas from the West, and the rich
traditions and heritage of the Orient.
The fruit of this union is everywhere

evident. It has made the Lebanese
the most cultured people of the
middle East and a credit to all those
lands to which they emigrated in
such large numbers at various stages
of history.

Lebanon's contribution to the
world’s culture is immense. The
Phoenecians, the forefathers of the
modern Lebanese, gave us the Alpha-
bet, the twenty-two "Magic Symbols”
with which to record our thoughts
and emotions for the benefit of
posterity. The Phoenecians have
settled in different parts of the world.
In the South-American countries,
the Lebanese emigrants have distin-
Iguished themselves in 2ll walks of
ife.

Unlike emigrants of other lands,
and other times of history, the
Lebanese have brought credit and
lasting benefits to the land of their
adoption. To-day to Lebanon’s home
population of two million there is an
equal number of Lebanese emigrants,
or persons of Lebanese origin living
in different parts of the world.

The Lebanese can never forsake
their business instincts nor their
passion for their native language. In
Santiago Del Estero in Argentina, the
Chamber of deputies consisted of an
overwelming majority of Lebanese
emigrants,  Naturally, the Arabic
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language dominated the debates, until
the whole thing had to be stopped
by vigorous campaign followed by
the intervention of the Federal
authorities. Dr. Arturo Elia, the
recently elected President of Argen-
tina, is also of Lebanese origin.

The Lebanese overseas can be des-
cribed as Ambassadors Extraordinary
of their homeland abroad. They
bring credit not only to those count-
ries where they have flourished but
also to Lebanon from where they
have hailed.

The plural society of Lebanon, a
mixture of Christianity, Islam and
Judaism, makes for a fine blend of
culture and thought. Racial minori-
ties, like the Armenians and Kurds,
add colour and variety to the
composition.

Arabic, French and English. are
the mediums for teaching and social
Intercoutse.

Truly, the winds of change, blow
treely over Lebanon not only from
the depth of time, but also from all
the corners of the globe.

Highty per cent of Lebanon’s
population is literate. There are five
universities in Beirut alone. There-
fore it is called the “city of uni-
versities”  Thirty five thousand
students belonging to fifty five
foreign countries are now studying
in Lebanon.

Lebanese authors were pioneers in
the modern Arab cultural renais-

sance, and have taken part in French
and English cultural movements. The
best known Lebanese writer in

English is Khalil Jibran whose

-books, specially the widely read book

“The Prophet”, have been translated
into many languages including Indian
languages,

Beirut is the architectural farrago
of sky-scrapers, minarets, churches
and apartment houses. The city is
growing so fast that street maps
become out of date, before they come
out of the press. Planes from the
world's leading air-routes hop at
Beirut and Lebanon is a must for the
globe-trotter and the tourist,

Beirut is the oldest university city
of the world, and bids fair to the
rank of Ozxford, Paris and Nalanda,
in this respect. It was once the seat
of a Roman Scheol of Law, until its
destruction by an earthquake. Two
of its distinguished Professors, Papi-
nian and Ulpian were among the
major contributors to the Justinian
code.

Lebanon’s long sandy beaches, and
its ideal Mediterranean climate have
made it a land for water sports,
whether the holiday-maker is intent
on swimming, water skiing, under-
water fishing or just lolling in the
sun, he can have his choice of the
most modern beach clubs. Some
hotels have their own swimming
pools.

The visitor in fact, may bathe in
the beautiful warm sea near its
coastal . plains on an early spring
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morning, and an hour later ski on
its snow-topped mountains without
difficulty.

Beirut ranks well, with any of the-
famous resorts of France, Italy or

Spain, not only from the sunshine
it enjoys all the year round, but from
its modern hotels, gay night clubs
and beautiful beaches. The most
modern casino in the world is a
few miles to the north of the city.

Reminiscences of Life
By Shri G. S. Mamik®

ECAPITULATION of the by-

gone days fills our heart with
exquisite joy and thrilling enchant-
.ment. The memory of the past is
the spice of future and an expectation
of the future is a matter of curious
excitement and thrill. This is the
way “to look into the life of things.”

The immediate question arises—
what is life, after all ? How is it to
be defined comprehensively ? If life
were to be defined elaborately and
explicitly it will be a thesis in itself.
But, precisely, life can be defined as
an inseparable, heterogeneous mixture
of ‘“‘weariness, fever and fret” (in
Keats’s words) and a few sparkling
moments of happiaess.

Fate or Chance plays a very
dominant role in life. Thomas Hardy
has beautifully presented this ideal in
his Novels, such as “The Return of
the Native” and others. It is Fate

which plunges Man more into sorrows
and sufferings than joy and glee. This
makes gloom predominant over bloom
in life, (Readers should not take the
writer as a pessimist but as a realist).
It is no doubt that pain and pleasure
are contrary to each other, yet they
are complementary to each other.
One without the other cannot survive
and flourish.

The memories of the past always
haunt us exceedingly and passionately,
Retrospecticn and memory are always
enjoyable and soothing. A mere flash-
back at them, say at the rapturous
sea-side, can provide one with enor-
mous mirth and consclation. It does
act as a healing agent. Such a
recollection and at such a place, is
the most effective and solacing oint-
ment for an “aching heart” which has
been torn by failures and disappoint-
ments in life. It gives supreme joy to
a happy and prosperous person as
well.

* Shri G S. Mamik is an old student of our College and an ex-Editor of the Desh.
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One can never imagine and express
the immense pleasure which one
derives trom concentrating upon one's
past and visualising the future, which
is, of course. blurred. Such an enjoy-
ment is enhanced if one were to be

at the quiet and enticing sea-shore-

or in some deserted and remote place.
(Sea-side affords more of consolation
and joy since it makes a vivid and
clear comparison to life, especially
because of its vastness, storms, and
tides). Mere thought of being seated
on a bench at the beach, all quiet
nearby, in the midnight and the
shining moon being the only ac-
compolice, can confer a tremendous
gratification and joy and enchant-
ment. One should really be charmed
if one were to witness the endless
ocean before one-self with the waves
and tides splashing the water and a
tiny boat, far off in the mid-ocean
hopelessly struggling to reach the
sea-shore by piercing through the
stormy waves. A poetic heart would
certainly burst into tears——tears.
which are the representative, of
overflow of happiness or sorrow, by
being an eye-witness to such a com-
passionate and terrific scene, which
throw a flash-light on life itself.

The span of life can be split up thus :
Birth, childhood, Youth, Manhood,
Old age and then ultimate Death.
(Of course, death keeps no calendar,
it can and does attack all of a sudden
without any regard of age or time).
Man weeps while coming into this
world and also while leaving it. This
1s a strange and mysterious experience
which is difficult to understand. It is
an insoluble mystery.

Childhood is the most glorious
part of one's life. Everyone ex-
periences it though some may miss the
rest This is the period of complete
happiness and bliss. No worry and
no despair, but complete freedom and
joy is the essence of this period.
There is a glow of innocence and
complete freedom for the child. It is
rightly said : "“Man is born free but
he is always in chains”. It is only
during this stage that he escapes this
torment. A child is nearest to God
and therefore, there is a Divine Spirit
in hin: which leads him from joy to
joy. The child is un-contaminated
with the treachery and misery of life
and therefore, he is happy and full
of zest. With the passage of time
and so of childhood the delight and
thrill of life starts evaporating, giving
place to agony and suffering. The cause
of all this is the growth of ‘Reason’.

Youth is also full of happiness
and thrill, but it 1s not so very joyous a
period of life as childhood 1is, because
by this time Reason and Argument
start troubling one in the mind.
Reason is the greatest and the most
fatal enemy of happiness, and Instinct
the greatest friend. A grown up man
goes for, atleast thinks in terms of
going for, reason than instinct, And
there is the birth of misery and
suffering, as one is thrown into the
sufferings of life which arise out of
frustration, disappointment, despair
and hopelessness. True happiness is
attained and can be attained only
through Instinct and not through
Reason.

Old-age is the period of suffering
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and pain, more mental and psy- of clay, to be mixed and lost for ever
chological than physical, because one in the earth. Death spares no one,
is neglected and left forlorn. Noone may he be rich or poor, weak or
seems eager to give company to an strong. Death treats all alike. Death
old fellow, who is otherwise quite is very just that way. It does not
rich in experience and realities of = distinguish between man and man.
life, having himself experienced all The Chapter of Life ends with ulti-

that. mate death.

Then Death snatches away Life “Life is a sentence of Sorrow
from the body leaving it as a piece punctuated with happiness.”

Radioactivity and Medicine

By Goutam Banerjee, B.Sc. Final

E often come across or read or able damage to the genital heritage.

hear some sensational news
about the atomic power, its uses, The common man is confused by
radioisotopes and atomic radiations. this contrast between the beneficial
Some of them speak about the im- and the hazardous uses of the atom.
mense benefits which the atomic As a result the common man is con-
power proves to be; of such as the fronted with an association of
development of atomic energy as a concern and fear when the question
substitute for conventional power, the of atomic radiation is raised.
utility of radicactive atoms as tracers
in biology, medicine and industry, Every living or non-living thing
the uses of large doses of radiation on this earth is made up of atoms.
for the cure of malignant maladies The atom consists of a central
and its use to destroy bacteria in the nucleus composed of protons and
food. Besides these we also learn neutrons, with peripheral electrons
about the damage done to living revolving in orbits, like the planets
tissue and genetic organisms by the vound the sun. Atoms of different
radiations emitted by radicactive elements may be different in struc-
atoms. We also read that as a result ture but they are all made up of the
of the increasing uses of radiation a same fundamental particles—protons,
greater portion of the population will neutrons and electrons.
be subjected to radiation exposure
and this might conclude in irretriev- The nucleus of the atom where
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the whole mass and energy of the
atom is concentrated is hard to break
since it is not affected by heat or
chemical reactions. If, however, the
nucleus is unstable it has the ten-
dency to disintegrate emitting bursts
of radiation such as alpha, beta and
gamma rays. Atoms with high atomic
weights emit such invisible rays. This
phenomenon 1is known as radio-
activity. The unstable atom is known
as a radio-active atom or radio-
isotope such as Radium which emits
radiation.

A large number of artificial
radioisotopes are being produced in
the atomic reactors such as radio-
iodine, radio-phosphorus, radio-gold,
radio-cobalt etc. which emit atomic
radiations.

It will be interesting to know that
wherever we go over the surface of
the earth we are exposed to cosmic
rays and atomic radiation from radio-
active substances present in rocks
and soil. We also get exposed to
minute quantities of radiation from
radioactive carbon and potassium
present in our body. We thus see
that right frem the days of dim
antiquity when man started his exis-
tence he has been subjected to atomic
radiations, both internally and exter-
nally.

In recent times, along with radia-
tion from natural sources we are
coming into contact with radiation
from artificial sources, such as diag-
nostic ~ X.rays, radioisotopes in
medicine and industry, watches with
luminous dials, nuclear reactors and

television sets.

There is, however, another source
of radiation which is not very
serious. It is the radioactive fall out
from the atomic test explosions.
Radioactive substances are thrown up
in the atmosphere as a result of
every explosion and these drift to
long distances, ultimately settling
down on the earth’s surface. These
radioactive substances are not visible
to the naked eye but they have the
property of emitting radiation. These
substances are taken up by the plants
and vegetables growing in the soil.
Such fall cut may also be taken up
by the grazing cattle. Radioactivity
thus passes in to their milk. When
these vegetables and milk and its
products are taken by human beings
radio-activity gets deposited in the
human body. .

It is clear from the above facts

that man today is blended with
atomic radiation. In understanding
how these radiations affect living

tissues and human beings we must
know their nature and the way they
interact with living matter.

The atomic radiations consist of
alpha rays, beta rays, gamma rays and
neutrons. They are very energetic
and produce ions or charged bodies
when they are absorbed in matter,
such as in air, water or living tissue.
Light or heat radiations do not
produce such icnizations.

Atomic radiations react with
living tissue and affect the cells—the
basic units of life. They prcduce
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lonization in the atoms and molecules
of the cells and also in those of the
fluids around them. The production
of electrically charged particles ini-
tiates physical and chemical cherge
and this finally leads to radiation and
damage.

When the body is subjected to
these radiations rather acutely it may
lead to a form of severe injury called
‘radiation illness.” When a certain
part of the body is highly exposed to
radiation that part may get radiation
burns. When the body is similarly
exposed for a long period of time it
may cause diseases of the blood and
malignant changes. Reproductive
cells have also been reported to be
affected by radiation. Excessive
consumption of drugs which are
generally used for curing illnesses
may also result in damage to bedy
and reproductive cells,

As people became more and more
familiar with the nature of atomic
radiation, it also became apparent by
experiments and experiences on living
beings that these radiations might not
prove to be a source of damage to
the body cells in all cases if they were
used judiciously and the exposure was
kept below danger level. This lent
confidence to medical men and
scientists to harness it on a large scale
in the fields of medicine, research,
industry and power production.

By far the most important appli-
cation of radioisotopes in medicine
is their use as tracer atoms inside the
human body. Insidz the body these
atoms serve as miniature X-ray

apparatus emiting radiation which
can be detected externally,

This useful property of the radio-
isotopes help medicators to follow
them inside the body when physio-
logical processes are going on. For
instance, when such substances as
radio-iodine, radio-iron and radio-
calcium are introduced into the body
their course of circulation in the body

can easily be brought to light. Since
these substances are the normal
constituents of the human body,

medical investigators can discover the
changes that they undergo in their
course during an abnormal state or ill-
ness. Thus several valuable tests are
being carried on in hospitals with the
help of radioisotopes such as diagnosis
of heart, kidney, bone and liver
diseases and also detection of brain
tumours.  Patients suffering from
hyperfunction of thyroid glands——
a serious illness—can now be treated
by drinking radioactive iodine. The
radioiodine goes to the thyroid gland
and emits radiations which dissolve
the gland  Before the advent of
radioisotopes patients had to undergo
risky surgical operations. Radicactive
iodine is now also used to cure angina
pectoris—pain originating from the
heart which could not be easily
treated. This technique is also being
used for heart failure with water-
logging. Cancer of the chest and
abdomen is cured by installing radio-
active gold solution. This helps to
better the painful symptoms, A
large number of victims of different
types of cancer and malignant diseases
are relieved by the use of gamma
radiation from radioactive cobalt and
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by the beta radiation from radio-
phosphorus. Radio-phosphorus is also
used to cure blood cancer.

We thus find what significant
role do radioactive atoms play in the
tields of research, diagnosis and
therapy. In practically all the aspects
of biochemical and biological studies
such as metabolism, virus infections,
immunology, heredity, cancers and
bionomics of insects and vectors
carrying diseases we notice the march
of atom and its radiation unwinding
green knowledge and fresh hopes for
the welfare of mankind.

The public today has grave con-
cern and coofusion about the hazards
of radiation. The scientists and
medical men have, therefore. the
obligation of educating the public.
It is necessary for us to be aware

that as a consequence of the tremen-
dous advance that medicine is making
life has become prolonged for thou-
sands of people suffering from chronic
Jiabetes, blood diseases and other
reproductive deformities and now
they can marry and reproduce.
People can now accept the hazards
that may come from smoking, driving
an automobile, flying an aeroplane
and many other sources in their daily
life. This awareness would certainly
assist in the cultivation of healthier
mental attitude towards the uses of
radiation in medicine. However, the
need for proper judgement in the use
of radiation cannot be doubted.
Within the scope of controlled radia-
tion and its use upto a safe limit we
can be proud of the achievements
derived from the uses of radioactive
atom and its energy. In recent times
this certainly 1s the most exciting
development of modern science.

———— e

“Society is largely composed of sons-in-law; a fact which has only
recently been established and one of which only a few are as yet aware,
The fact for a rising man to grasp is that your father is given you and there
is little you can do about it; but your father-in-law you can choose. Ufpon
the choice of a father-in-law much of your future career may, moreover
depend. Assuming that you have successively made yourself a public school
man, a traveller, a graduate and businessman, you have now a crucial
decision to make. You must choose your father-in-law, first locking round
carefully to see what fathers-in-law there may be available.”

(C. Notthcote Parkinson : In-laws and Qutlaws)
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By Sujata Varma, B.A. (Hons) I1I year English

I had never felt satisfied in my life.
My very name had always irritated
me. Bhagyam ! What a name !
Leela, Mala, Kala—any blessed name
would have been better than this.
A thousand times | had asked my
father why he chose to call me
Bhagyam. There were millions of
beautiful, modern names to choose
from. Or, he could have even chosen
one of those traditional names of the
poddesses—Lakshmi, Parvati, Saras-
wati. But because on the very day
I was born my father was given a
promotion and our cow Nandini gave
birth to a calf, I was to be named
Bhagyam. As the name suggests, I
had brought luck to the family.

You will certainly sympathise
with me if you come to know of the
humiliation I often had to suffer
because of my name. Arithmetic had
always been my weak point and my
teacher never missed a chance to
tease me.

*So, Bhagyam has no ‘bhagyam’ in
getting the sums cotrect 7" I would
hang my head in shame and curse
myself while there would be a chorus
of laughter in the class room. Even
in the office where I worked my
name had caused me a good deal of
embarassment. Some of the lower
division clerks who seemed to have
nothing to do but gape at women and

loose their flippant tongue, used to
comment as I passed.

‘Oh ! Bhagyam refuses to bless us!
Mother had told me that the best
way to look dignified on such occa-
sions is to walk on ignoring them.
So I passed on looking neither to the
right nor to the left keeping my eyes
rooted on my toes,

You may ask me, ‘What is there
in a name ? It’s not even worthy of
serious thought.” I do agree that it
Is not so grave a thing as [ used to
lmagine once.

But, what if your life takes an
unexpected turn to which you have
to submit yourself against your will ?
Won't you naturally feel dissatisfied
with yourself ? Your ideals blown
off, your dreams shattered, won't you
feel that you have cheated yourself ?
As you might have already guessed,
I will now tell you that this is what
happened to. me. ;

I had always been a dreamy,
moody—I do not venture to call my-
self 1maginative—sort of - person.
Whatever story I read or heard [
used to visualise and imagine myself
as the heroine. [ still remember how
I used to picture myself as' Cindrella.
First, of course, as the beauatiful
princess dressed in gorgeous silk.
And, then, as the poor girl in rags,
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serving her cruel sisters, receiving
their blows calmly, I wonder why
I used to feel a secret pleasure in the
sapposed pain I was suffering. The
romantic novels I read, the picture
I :aw or the very novelty of thé
tdea—I do not know which of this
gave me the idea that I should really
fall in love and then marry. [ was
sure. after all the expenses at my
sister’s wedding held only a few
=oanths back, at least for another two
vears, my father wouldn’t dare to
think of a marriage for me. And]I
cculd very well afford to wait
for the ‘divine spark’ for I was still
too young |

But my dreams were soon dashed
to pieces. My father had a sudden
attack of illness. We had never
before seen father ill and it was
indeed a shock to us when the doctor
told us that he was suffering from
heart trouble, He was not yet in a
critical stage. But another attack
might occur at any time and he had
to be very careful. Father, who had
always been jovial, now confined him-
self to his room with pills and bottles
all around. He who used to ply me
with questions about my goings-on-in
the office now lapsed into total
silence and it distressed me deeply.

One day when mother said that
he wanted me in his room, I thought
that he had come back to his normal

mood. Once in, I saw that he was
not alone. His nephew was also
there. He must have come to pay a

courtesy call on his uncle, I thought,
But as my father’s introductory re-

marks dragged on, the significance of
his presence dawned on me.

Father was not satisfied with his
own condition. Suppose, something
serious happened to him. After all,
I was a girl, young and unmarried.
He could not think of leaving me as
a burden on my mother. He wouldn’t
even dream of my seeking help from
my brothers-in-law. He was anxious
to see me settled and safe.

Balan was a good, sensible young
man and his mother, my aunt, too,
was very fond of me. So father hoped
I wouldn’t have any objection. 1
had half a mind to ask him, "Why do
you try to meet death half-way ?
I would have liked to assure him that
I was quite capable of looking after
myself. But, if I said that it would
only puzzle him and offend him for [
had always been a quiet, obedient
sort of daughter. And how could I
forget that he was a heart-patient
and the slightest excitement might
prove fatal to him. A wvoice within
me seemed to say, ‘What will become
of the vow that you would only
marry for love ' Another seemed to
whisper, 'Fulfil your father’s wishes.?

But all my romantic notions soon
gave way to a deep sense of duty,
And one fine morning I found myself
inside a decorated ‘pandal’ facing the
sacred fire. So, it was dune.

At the call of what I considered
my duty, I had sacrificed my cheri-
shed ideals. And naturally I remained
aloof and reserved. My pcor husband
tried his best to please me. Butl
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would not even glance at him. By
marrying him, I had ignored the call
of my soul. He had no right to
demand any more sacrifice from me.
I was determined about that. But asI
had been a dutiful daughter, I was a
dutiful wife too. I would ccok his
food, mend his clothes and keep the
house for him. He accepted me as [
was with such serenity that it almost
irritated me.

Life does not stand still. Scon,
something happened which wrought
a miracle in me. Through thz window
of our drawing rram [ often used to
watch the activities next door. The
couple who lived there was very
quarrelsome. Hedted arguments often
led to blows. The maid servant was
common to both our houses. Gossip
seemed to be in her very blood.
» Every morning she would bring spicy
news of the happenings at our neigh-
bour’s. The husband was a drunkard,
she said, who never missed an op-
portunity to beat his wife.

One day, since the postman drop-
ped one of their letters by mistake
in our box, I had to go to them. The
woman was alone and she received
me with great warmth. She was one
of those who takes you into con-
fidence at the very first sight. I
usually dislike such type. But one
could appreciate her position. Poor
girl I She must have been pining for
an opporcunity to pour out her agony
to someone. [ listened to her kindly.
Theirs had been a love marriage. He
had promised big. After marriage
she found out that it was all a blatant
bluff. He was afflicted with T. B.

His mother had succumbed to the
same dreaded disease. So the tale of
woe went on. She ended at last, 'It’s
not necessary that everyone should
make a mistake as I did. But I would

- not advise anyone to have a love mar-

riage now. If your parents chose you
can at least blame them, if vyour
marriage went wrong. But look at
me now, I am responsible for all my
worries and it really goes to my

head.’

I stili found it difficult to agree
with her, After all, she could have
waited and tried to know him better.
On one point, though, I was with her.
If you choose the responsibility is
yours and so also the consequences.
But, if it is someone else put the
blame on them 1n case it turned out
to be wrong.

After all, nothing had gone wrong
with my life. My husband does not
drink. He does not beat me. No
romance may have preceded our
marriage, but could we not make it
romantic enough to last a lifetime ?
What a selfish, conceited prig 1 had
been! What about the dream and
ideals he must also have cherished ?
Oh ! My poor, poor husband !

Thus 1 went home, a changed
woman. Arranging fresh flowers in
a pot, I wondered what big surprise
I would spring on him when I would
go myself to open the door for him
and look at him directly in his eyes.

No one would say that I am any-
thing but happy now. But a little
(Continued on page 27)
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Wedding Invitation

By Shanta Butani, B.A., (Hons) English, 111 year

To be sure it was a wedding
IMVItatioN...,

As usual, at noon, I had a peep
ar our little letter box, just to see if
znv one had dropped a letter. There
wais no letter but yes..... rhere was
a wedding invitation. As I took out
the card out of the envelope the first
thing I noticed was that space for
the boy's name was left empty. I
tried to solve the riddle yet I could
not get any thing out of it. I put
the card inside the envelope and kept
it on Dad’s table.

In the evening when Dad had a
look at it he roared into laughter and
shouted. Look here—a boy wanted.....
~.ANY One so generous..... ' Mind you,
it was an invitation for the whole
family; and my father decided to
accept it. I on my part decided to
accompany my parents and attend the
mysterious marriage. Next Sunday
was the day.

Sunday evening came and we
went to the place mentioned. As it
was getting dark, the twinkling lights
in huge rows warmly welcomed us.
[t seemed that even the sparkling
lights were searching for handsome
boys. We went in. There was hustle-
bustle every where. It was of course
a strange sight—a girl bowing quite
low was sitting as a bride. I really
felt ashamed at the pitiful sight of

the bride. I couldn’t believe what I
was witnessing with my own eyes.
After a few minutes there was an
announcement........the voice spoke......
‘glad to see you, ladies and gentle-
meh........you have of course been
generous to take the trouble of com-
ing here........but you have also to
oblige me.......I am speaking on behalf
of the Matrimonial Bureau which has
organized this functicn. This bride
is an unfortunate girl.....she is not
unfortunate in financial affairs but
in not having being settled so far,
She took refuge in our bureau as
early as 1950......... We pitied her, for
no one proposed to her or thought of
doing something practical for her.
We have arranged this function at
our own expense. If any hero would
step out and take her hand...._he
would set an outstanding example for
both mankind and womankind......
There was pin-drop silence for some-
time—every c¢ne looked at every
one else’s face. Every body felt so
embarrassed at the last sentence. The
voice spoke again.... ‘mind you, it
i1s for your own gocd....you also
won't have difficulty in getting
partners in life......

It so happened that when the
voice bad uttered the sentence ‘the
hero wculd set an example for man-
kind and womankind’, some one just
stepped inside the hall and heard the
last sentence. He felt very glad.
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Jumping and hopping he went to
meet the voice and announced from
the mike : ‘T'll be that hero....... " And
eyes were on him. The man at the
mike gently led him to the place
where the bride was sitting. The so
called hero felt so embarrassed and
continuously said ‘what...what......?
The speaker thought that he was
feeling shy and said, “Mind you, you
are setting that brave example—now
be brave...... " Oh! you can think
of that hero.......the poor guy couldn't
get away from that masterful man.
Unwittingy he was tied into the

eternal bond of marriage just to set
an example of a great hero.

We went back home discussing
the success of the Bureau. Next day
the photo of the couple came out in
the papers. The Editor had con-
gratulated the couple on the success
of the marriage.

For a few days we just couldn’t
forget the marriage we had attended....
...... especially the wedding invitation
we had......

WRITING

By Bal Krishan Pardal, B.A. (Hons) English, I year

SOMEONE, the other day in the
lobby; a friend of mine, was sugges-
ting “Hey. you write a splendid hand,
you ought to try for the papers, why
don’t you ?? “To write” is an easy
word to say but for a commoner it
is very difficult to practise. Few
people believe that the writers are
born, not made. I believe that writers
too can be made. What actually
writing is ? Writing is thinking, A
perception arouses a thought, this
thought excites another thought, this
in turn a third and so on. A long
series of thoughts arising in succes-
sion is called thinking which every-
one of us is capable of.

So dreams are an essential for a
writer. I mean by dreams, thinking
or imagination. Rossman, an Ameri-

can Psychologist, once commented :
“Imagination is the basis of inven-

tion.

So then, one wants, “to write",
and that to have or acquire ideas that
are so interesting that if fully con-
verted into words, people should like
to read them and will even (though
we must pretend to forget that) pay
money to read them. But how to
acquire an idea ? A real headache,
not only to you, but to everyone who
had ever dreamt of becoming a writer.

I suggest the following example to
explain my above parcgraph, Take

an instance ——You see a girl—a
pretty good object to be seen. You
see her, try to guess who she

can be, where she is staying, what is
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on his departure for his parent Unit,



ber name, what are her interests and
your curiosity begins....mm. Then
suddenly you become aware of the
fact that you have started thinking
about her. That shows you have

started writing a story about her in-

your mind. ‘James Joyce' always
believed in such sort of streams of
thoughts which can be shaped into
stories,

Supposing you want an action, or
aclimax or a plot init. You guess
more. I mean you think more.
Imagine, she asks you, ‘why are you
after me 7"

And you get shocked, you had
never thought of that and you are
unable to say anything and she just
giggles. Now it hurts you or pleases
sou, that depends upon your concep-
tion and how you want to twist your
thinking.

Now is it not easy to form a story
out of it ? (I don’t guarantee a best
or a ‘Pulitzer Prize' story 1) you
have written something, that is the
satisfaction you should have. I sug-
gest a few tips for ‘one’, attempting to
write, whether an essay, criticism
or fiction.

1. Have Something to Say... When
you start writing, you must have
complete knowledge of the subject,
you are writing on. Write something
new, Suppose you start writing about
Mr. Gandhi, so many people have
attempted on the same subject before
it. Now unless and until, you have
got something new in your mind,

you will not be able to impress others
by your writing,

2. Shape your Writing well....... .
Your ideas must be in concrete form.
When you say your room-mate
was a great joker——quote one of
his best jokes.

3. Add Something of Human Inte-
rest....A general interest should be
created in your writing by addressing
the readers from time to time. If you
are writing something of interest for
younger people, then you must put
something of their interest in your
writing and so on.

4. Formation of Sentences......Sen-
tences should not be very long. Rueldf
Flesch gives eighteen words as the
best average length for a sentence,

5. Organization of Thoughts...... If
you want to pen something choose
the subject, study about it, collect
your thoughts and start writing,
Arrange your thoughts in the best
order. By repeatedly writing you will
beable to organize your thoughts in
the best order.

The way to start writing, is not to
write but to thinh.

Book consulted :
“HOW TO WRITE”

By Leacock
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THE TUTOR

By S. H. Subramony, Fre-Medical, 11 year

A teacher who gives his student
private education—this is the
definition of ‘tutor’. But nowadays
it is very doubtful whether the tutor
imparts education to the student or
just gives him questions which are
“sures” in the examination.  Just
before the examination there is a
heavy rush for tutors. The parents
are particulary anxious to get hold
of teachers from the very school in
which their little ones are—I can’t
say studying—but jumping out of
classrooms and throwing stones at the
glistening bald head of the teacher as
he steps out of the room wondering
what his wife has packed in his lunch
box. And the impecunious teacher
always accepts the offer made by the
parents. And after the examina-
tion everyone wonders how Master
Ramesh who used to be always turned
out of the history class for not
answering questions stood first in the
history paper.

Tutors are often engaged to teach
somebody for an entrance examina-
tion. The tutor expects to find a
tough boy who will empty the garbage
basket on his head from the roof and
moves into the house very cautious-
ly, He sighs with relief when he
finds that he has to prepare a four
year old boy for admission to the first
class. But soon he realizes that
preparing a four year old boy for
admission to the first class is much

more difficult than teaching the
tough boy for the Defence Academy
entrance examination. To all intents
and purposes the tutor becomes a
baby-sitter; because as soon as he
enters the house the parents say,
“We'll be back 10 an hcur” and slip
out, leaving the tutor alone with the
beastly thing (as he calls it) or the
‘restless noise with dirt on it’ as
somebody else put it. There is a
steady flow of mucus from the boy’s
nose and smudges of charcoal and nail
polish are visible cn his face He is
munching candy without even glanc-
ing at his tutor.

“Hey ! you come here with your
books !,” thunders the tutor.

The beastly thing shakes his head
with an easy insouciance.

The tutor faced with the task of
getting the boy down to his books
gets an idea,

“I'll buy you a biscuit,” he says.

Again the beastly thing busy with
his chewing, shakes his head and says,
“No !l don't want.”

“I'll get you an ice cream,” and
that does the trick. :

The boy makes a dash for his
books and is near the tutor in a
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moment. And the tutor, as elated
as a tennis player who has won his
first round against a tough opponent
in Wimbledon, begins, *“Two and two
make ?”

“Five,” comes the quick reply.

This comes rather as a shock to
the tutor and he thanks God that the
parents are out of range of hearing.

“Wrong. See, two plus one three
plus one four,” he says counting his
tingers.

“T don't like this arithmati’, Suh,”
says the boy.

“O.K. then. We'll do English.”
“No, Suh!I wan’ ice cream.”

“NO ! You should learn. You are
a good boy, aren’t you?” and the
tutor moves to get the book. Before
he turns his head his eyes catch sight
of the boy’s hands nearing his slate
and he wonders if he has won the
second round so easily. Suddenly he
feels some sharp object—something
like the edge of a slate—strike against
his knee and he utters a sharp cry.
He loses his temper and dashes to-
wards the child, who is now nearing
the door with the slate still in his
hand, with a speed that would have
done him credic at the Olympic 400
meters dash. Suddenly some flying
object obstructs his vision and gets
him squarely on the eye. He lets out
another cry and when he opens his

eyes he observes the slate lying
broken on the floor and the boy in
the courtyard. Mad with rage he
rushes out and taking careful pre-
cautions against further aerial attacks,
he gets hold of the boy and pinches
him. The boy begins to squeal. Now
the tutor realizes his mistake. He
lifts the child and tries to comfort
him. He promises the child 2 cups
of ice cream. No use. Three cups.
Still no use. He looks around franti-
cally searching for some stone or
wood piece with which to cleanse the
mouth of the boy. At this moment
the gate opens and in stride the
parents, Caught in such a com-
promising situation the tutor shudders
at the thought of the coming encoun-
ter with the child’s parents.

“So 1" roars the father and fixes
a basilisk glare on him.

The mother utters a cry and leaps
to pull the child out of his hands.

‘Let me explain.... J? says the
tutor still shuddering.

“No! You don’t explain. YOU
GET OUT 17, shouts the father and
the tutor gets out.

“You were fools to come in at that
moment,” remarks the child who has
stopped crying now, "“He ‘ad promised
me three cups ot ice cream and if he
‘ad added one more I’d ‘ave stopped
cryin’, Now you should buy me four
cups of ice cream.” And he begins
to squeal again.
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AND I DIED

By Ghanshyam Khokar, B.A. (Hons) English, 111 year

few days age, lying on a sofa I

was going through a story
published in one of the leading maga-
zines. The story was very interesting.
There is a patient, named Ram, in
the hospital. He is suffering from
T.B. He is not allowed to speak.
His bed is shifted to one corner
because of the arrival of some more
patients. He feels very lonely there.
In hospitals talking to one’s bed-mate
is the only way to keep loneliness
away and he is deprived of that.

In the evening one more patient—
Bhupesh, comes to the hospital and
1s given a bed by the side of Ram's
bed. Bhupesh is very talkative. Ram
thinks that now his loneliness will be
driven away and he will enjoy listen-
ing to him, bur Bhupesh wants
somebody to talk to, who can give
equal response to him. He finds
himself restless because Ram is not
allowed to speak. He cannot resist
his habit ot talking to someone or
the other.

It is a truth that old patients
in the hospital frighten the new
patients. In fact, they are always in
search of such newly admitted
patients. Now fortunately or up-
fortunately one such old patient, who
is there in the hospital for the last
seven months, comes to him. His bed
is in the other room, but that is not
going to matter much. He starts
talking to Bhupesh in his usual
manner, “You see, it so happens
sometimes that formation of water

takes place in the lungs and causes
death to the patient. If water is not
tormed, some other defect finds its
place in the lungs which is also very
dangerous, because, you know, every
type of attack on lungs is dangerous
inT.B. Not more than five days
have passed when a patient in my
room died due to the formation of
water in lungs.” He said many more
things but I could not go through
the story beyond that, because my
concentration of mind was diverted
to some other object by the fact that
man often dies of T. B.

Knowing this fact my mind started
working on its own lines. I was fed
up with this world since I was
unemployed after completing my
studies. I wanted to get rid of this
wretched life but I had no courage
to commit suicide. Now this fact
was like an open way for me to end
my life. I started thinking, “Why
does T.B. not attack me too? At
least I shall get rid of the rebukes
which [ received from my parents
because of my unemployment.”
When [ was thinking so I felt a little
pain in my chest. Just a moment
later I coughed violently and to my
utter astonishment I noticed traces
of blood in my cough. No sooner
did my parents know it than I was
rushed to the hospital. After a
check up my parents were told that
it was just the beginning of T.B.
It could be cured if care was taken
immediately.
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I was feeling happy now, because
God had listened to me at last, 1 was
admitted to the hospital, Whenever
the nurse came to give me a dose of
medicine, I took it from her hands

and threw it away in such a way ~

that she could not know that I had
thrown the medicine away and had
not taken it. She always remained
under the impression that I took the
medicine daily,

My parents used to visit me once
a week and it was usually cn Sun-
days. One Sunday when they came,
the girl, whom I adored much
without knowing whether she also
loved me or not, also came with them.
While returning home, when my
parents asked her to accompany them,
she told them that she would come
by the next bus after about half an
hour. I did not know why she
stayed back, though I took it for her
affection towards me. Many times
I had tried to tell her of my love
but everytime my courage gave way.
Now in the rocm no one was there
except her and me., Seeing the
circumstances in my favour, I thought
of unfolding my heart before her
once again and really I did it, but
with no good result. The conver-
sation which took place between us
was some what of this sort :

“Hey I Listen,” said I.

“Yes, I am listening,” she said.
“You know, it kills me.”
“What ?”

“Your indifference ! Terhaps you
don’'t know that I love you very
much, even more than my own life.

I think you also love me. Do you ?"

“Please, do speak something. Don't
keep mum. Have you stayed back
to keep your mouth shut 7 ““.......

“Don't you like me ?”
“No, no, that is not the case.”
“That means you love me.”

“I don't know what to say. Il
think it over and tell you when I
meet you next.”

“But keep one thing in mind,
Come to tell me only, if your answer
is in the affirmative, otherwise please
don't come to vex me. I'll wait for
you.”

But after that day she never came
back. Now 1 realize, how foolish I
was in asking her such a question.
After all how could she love a T. B,
patient ? Moreover, she did not know
that my recovery from illness depend-
ed upon her saying ‘yes’ or ‘mo’.
I waited for her for a week. After
that I left every hope of her coming
back. | left taking everything
required to keep one alive. Gradually
I was reduced to a mere skeleton
of bones and ultimately one day I
died I was being carried on the
shoulder of four persons to the
cremation ground. In the way sud-
denly I felt a shock. Perhaps, someone
of those four persons had stumbled
on something. Due to that shock I,
too, fell down and suddenly I was
awakened. Oh! was it all a dream ?
Again this wretched life, full of
rebukes, to be led in this wretched
world !

(25)



LITERATURE

By Keshava Narayan Pandey, B.A., 1st Year

Matthew Arnold says “"Literature
is the criticism of life; but this can
mean only thac it is an interpreta-
tion of life as life shapzs itself in the
mind of the interpreter.”’ But again
we say that literature is a developed
and specialized form of language.
Language is a medium of communi-
cation of ideas. Literature com-
municates ideas; but it does it in a
manner which gives rise to a sense
of values Any good literarure creates
works of beauty and makes the
business of life better than otherwise
it would be. It gives us joy and

delight.

Literature is something like a
mirror of the society. A mirror
reproduces a copy of the object
before it. Literature, too, is greatly
concerned with life and its many
problems. The different emotions

and feelings, the miseries, the hap-
piness——all find their reflection in
the literature of the time. DBut a
work of literature may not be equi-
valent to a work of history in
representing the facts and aspirations
of a society. In history, the details
of the life of the society come in
tor direct description and assessment.
In a work of literature, these details
are still there, but they may be
creating on their base a world of
artistic values. For instance, Shakes-
peare's dramas give a fair representa-
tion of the Elizabethan society, of

the likes and dislikes, hopes and
aspirations, of the Elizabethans; but
these works are also made by the
imagination and the creative faculty
of the great poet which make his
works belong to all ages and all
peoples. They are not merely Eliza-
bethan.

So long as man does not merely
want to eat, drink and be merry and
longs for a life of beauty, there will
be need for literature and literary
values. The pursuit of literature is
different in and from the pursuit of
scientific and other types of studies.
The latter yield certain materialistic
results. For instance, sputniks are
soaring into the ‘high heavenly' and
man is aspiring to conguer the moon
before long. Then every home is full
of the newly, indispensable services,
rendered by science—-—the electric
bulb, the fan, thz radio. the telephone
and so on and so forth. As against
this, obviously reading or writing of
poetry does not create either a re-
frigerator or a cosy aeroplane to fly
in. But, still literature has its own
inviolate place in its own sphere.
There is an innate urge in man for
a better and refined life; the scienti-
fic equipments have not altered his
need or scope for love, faith, or basic
emotions and feelings. It is here that
the man of literature has his eternal
role. He responds to the call of the
human being for a better life: more
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tumane, more catholic and wider in
appreciation of man’s feelings and
emotions It seeks to give to man's
life a glow of beauty.

The point can be illustrated with
reference to Virginia Woolf's person-
al essay : "In the death of the Moth.”
A poor moth hanging by the glass
pane of the window is nobody’s
concern. [t lives or dies unnoticed
by those around it. If a biologist
looks at it, he would probably try
to understand it threadbare; its
anatomy, its physical existence. But
here, Woolf pierces beneath what the
scientist would seldom be bothered
with, The struggle of the moth for
life, its agonies, its pathetic hold to
life—all these, and not its anatomy—
keep Woolf absorbed. Itis this
all-absorbing sympathy and under-
standing which is the corner-stone
cf all good literature, of all art that
stands the test of time.

. Milton says “Personal experience
is the busis of all literature. A good
book is the . precious-blood of a

master-spirit, embalmed and treasur-
ed up on a purpose to a life beyond
life.” So according to Milton we
consider literature gives and shows

the experience and character of
a man. Again Ruskin gives his ideas
that “mo wital work is possible

in literature without sincerity. The
virtue of originality that men so strive
after is not newness.” So for a goed
and effective literature one should
be sincere because it opens new fields
of experience, new lines of thoughts
and speculation. This is why sin-
cerity is promptly solicited for a good
literature.

At last we clear our point; what
do we want from literature ? In this
connection Henry Lewes says “The
value of the tidings brought by litera-
ture is determined by their authenti-
CHY W CAnNOt demand from
everyman that he have wunusual depth
of insight or exceptional experience;
but we demand of him that he give us
of his best, and his best cannot be
another’s.”

Continued from page 18)

of the old dissatisfaction still lingers
somewhere in the background. I tell
my husband that we should not name
our. child until he grows up. He

should be allowed to make his own
choice. 1 do not know what makes
him laugh so much. He says, I still
have many things to learn !



THE FULFILMENT

By Arun Madan, B.A. (Hons) English, III year

NIRAN]AN had been to the Royal

Astrologer. After hesitating for
a few moments he stretched his palm
towards His Highness. The Royal
Astrologer told him, “T do not read
palms, my child.”

“*No ?" Niranjan, murmaured, “then
how can you talk about a person's
past, present and future ?”

“l do it by examining the fore-
head ?”

“Can you ? Can you tell all from
the forehead ?”

“I surely can”, the astrologer
smiled and asked Niranjan to move
a little, and, now let me study the
wrinkles on your fore-head.”

Niranjan moved to the corner of
the bed. Through the open window
the sun shone on him. The astrologer
looked at him for quite sometime
minutely, and then he twisted his
eyebrows and said, “Your mind is
very restless ! You need not commit
suicide—it won't do, won't do at all1”

Niranjan sprang in surprise and
teebly countered. *“What are you
talking about, I am not............"

“I am surely telling you the righe
thing,” the astrologer stopped him
in the middle. I can see on your

forehead two definite signs of un-
natural death. Once about five yvears
ago. Wasn't it that you tried to take
your own life ? Yes, I see it was
because you tried to take your own
life. Yes, I see it was becausa you
were disappointed in a love affair.
Yes ?"

To Niranjan it was nothing less
than a miracle, This time be mut-
tered, “Yes, you are quite right.
Because I hud attempted suicide,

"I got the girl I loved. You see, it

happened <o that the parents of the
girl should allow us to marry for fear
of a scandal.”

But the Astrologer just smiled.
Nothing was unknown to him. After
sometime Niranjan asked, “You are
quite sure you know every thing?
I am f{feeling restless for sometime,
could wyou tell me why chis is
happening to me ?”

“I know, my child, your married
life hasn’t been all that happy.
Constantly you and your wife are
quarrelling with each other. Who
you thought would bring fulfilment
and happiness in your life has failed
todo so. You had built castles in
the air, you had day—dreamed, but
you are, if I may say so, just an
ordinary human being. You are
neither a prince nor a god. What
could you do if your wife's dreams
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wzre shattered ? Human mind is
kse that. You don’t any longer want
to be tortured by the sharp and
violent tongue of your wife, You
want an opportunity to get away
from it all. But, my child, to commit
suicide is a sin and a great sin at
that, and this is written in the
scriptures. And moreover, you are
a man and not a mere mouse. DBrace
up my child, don't let this flimsy
thing get hold of you. Make your
mind as strong as granite and then
alone may I be in a position to help
you.”

“And you'll help me out of it all?”
Niranjan's face lit up like the fellow
who had just noticed a piece of
straw to hold in the limitless ocean
of hopelessness, He fell on the feet
of the astrologer overwhelmed, and

stammered, “You are the person I
was looking for., I have complete
faith now in your extraordinary

powers, [ am driven to desperation
owing to my wife’s incessant tortures.
Please, please tell me the way to
remedy this evil.” Joyous tears came
out of Niranjan's eyes.

The Royal Astrologer picked him

influence also playing havoc.

up from the floor and let him stand
and soothed him. ‘““The stars are
playing dirty tricks on you now.
They are very very angry somebow.
There seems to be some planetary
But
never mind; I shall put them right.
All I have to do is to make peace
with the stars and planets. For
that you have to wear a very high-
powered  sacred trinket for six
months.”

Six months were not over when
the Royal Astrologer received a letter
from Niranjan It read :

Dear Roval Astrologer,

You are a prophet. The trinket has
done wonders. I am in peace now and
happy beyond description. I am
ever grateful to you for what you
have done for me. The main trouble
is over now. My wife died yesterday
of malignant malaria.

With all my regards,

Yours etc.

P.S. Here is a cheque for Rs. 101.00
for the kindly stars and planets.

“And made the stars,

And set them in the firmament of heav'n,
T illuminate the earth, and rule the day
In their vicissitude, and rule the night.

Milton : Paradise Lost
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TO BEAUTY

By Shashi Dhar Kabtiyal, B.A. (Hons) Final

Give me beauty to behold,

That can cheat nor scold,

For years that will not die,

Diffuse on the earth or fade into the sky.

O Beauty, give me thy hand,

Guide me straight to thy peaceful land;
On thy gracious lap a moment let me lie,
Let me cast a last glance and die.

Thou the. spring of heavenly bliss,
Thou, who hath never known worldly sorrow,
Thou never let'st the marn to kiss,
That goes astray on the path of hot pursuit.

Ye call it the penance of sin,

That inherited goes from kin to kin ?
But what the judgment in vain,

That the sin of one should consign all to pain!

Or is it life’s flooded river that doth sway,
All things that come In its way ?

Or the judgment for the doings of Cain,
That man commits again and again ?

What ? the same despising darkness upon my soul
From a distant, dreary land lays a strong hold,
The same scorn and anger again In my ear fall,
And after him jealousy, malice and scolding call.

No, it will not spare me till Thou—

In fast chains do bind me, O Beauty,

If Thou cannot, no more shall T survive:
Then let me cast a last glance and die.
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MY

SISTER

By Vijaya Lakshmi Rajan, Pre-Medical 11 year

deor slammed and an angry form
burst out of the room, vowing :

“I'll never speak tc you again I” All
tecause 1 had teased her only a
moment earlier over a trifling matter.

My Dad, safely perched in his
cushioned comfort pouring over his
Vedantic books exclaimed : “Oh,
leave her alone. They are just the
movements of a monkey stung by a
scorpion. She will soon be quiet if
vou don't provoke her further.”

“Whether she is a direct des-
cendant of the Darwinian primate
or not, I am sure I am not a member
of the class Arachnida, dating back
to the Silurian period.- Nor have I
hurt your touch-me-not.”

“Forgive me Vijay, I had forgotten
vou have taken biology as your
optional. But surely you will agree
that your passional outbursts only
prove the complicated psycho-
physiological machine that our brain
1s, that is incessantly grinding away,
throwing up into consciousness selec-
tions from that indefinite number of
mental permutations and combina-
tions which its random functioning
makes possible.” '

Before I could disentangle the
complicated structure of his usually
long sentences and try to grasp the
meaning, a tousled head made its

appearance through the door and
asked “Hey, Do vou know what
Miss Brown said in class tedayo.. ”

That's my sister all over. One

moment she is a raging tornado and
the next she is as fresh and cool as
an evening breeze,

She is the most unpredictable
person in the world. Easily excitable,
she flarcs up into a hot-tempered
Amazon but the very next moment
she calms down.

She has the fire and spirit of
Anna Magnani, the absent-minded
ness of [’r. Spooner and the gentle-
ness of Ophelia. The sight of misery
is enough to move her to tears,
whether in a book, a film or in real
life.

When she first saw my pock-
marked uncle some years ago, her
heart went out to him., “Poor thing !
have the birds been pecking atv your
face 7

She has a passion for books. When
she is engrossed in a book, no sound
on earth can rouse her, You know
the evening when the earth shcok in
Delhi and all the families rushed out
into the garden fearing lest their
houses should fall down., Just when
we realised that my sister was not
with us, she stuck her head out of the
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Africa’s Lhasa : Timbuctoo

By R. C. Du#t, B.Sc., I year

THE sluggish Niger, after struggling
"4 through dense equatorial forest,
strikes north and on meeting the
Saharan sands, makes a great loop or
“buckle’” before dropping again and
resuming its course through forest
and swampland, A little west to the
loop’s greatest penetration into the
desert lies Africa’s Forbidden city—
Timbuctoo, strategically placed for
both overland and water traffic.
Since the city lies about 5 miles
north of the river’s normal course,
it has a satellite extension——an
outport called Kabara. from where
goods are unlnaded from the boats and
carried on donkeys to the city.

Timbuctoo has a fantastic histori-
cal record. Ever since the Middle
Ages to the 19th century it has
waxed and waned in wealth; and
changed hands with many a warring
and ambitious kings. In the eighth
centuty it was an unimportant season-
al camp. Today, although it has
lost its former importance, it iIs a
settled habitation—with a maximum
population of 50,000, and can boast
of an airscrip.

Three major factors contributed
towards its former importance. These
being that it was accessible to both
land and water traffic all the year
tound, which was not so with other
ports along the Niger; that it was
located just beyond the area where

the river made a wide inundation
(and therefore made habitation pos-
sible); and that, finally, from its
earliest stages it had been a focal
point of travellers.

As soon as Timbuctoo became a
permanent settlement, scholars from
as far away lands as Spain began
to filter into it. Timbuctoc was
certainly well-suited for meditation,
then being thousands of miles away
from any other major commercial
centre in North Africa!

Some of the greatest emperors
under whose rule Timbuctoo rose to
its zenith were of the Songho.
Dynasty who succeeded the Tuarag
chiefs, who in turn had taken over
the reins of administration from the
Mandingo rulers. Of the Songhoi
rulers, Sonnt Ali was the first and
probably the greatest ever. His
historic march to Timbuctoo was a
bloodless revolution. During the
28 years of his reign, the empire
extended 350 {(more) miles westwards.
In the south, the primitive Mossi
were defeated, and in the north, the
fierce desert pirates, the Bedouins,
were silenced.

Sonni Ali's successor, Asika the
Great, annexed to the empire a fur-
ther 500 miles long stretch to the
east. It is said that his domains
stretched to the Atlantic seaboard
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in the west. At that time, with
increasing trade, the trade-routes
radiating trom the city were protect-
ed. In the city itself, commerce and
learning flourished, and it became
the dominant focal point of the vast
Empire. Truly, Timbuctoo had reach-
ed its zenith.,

Timbuctoo’s might was dependant
on the exploitation of the salt mines
in the north; and the conveyance of
that commodity to it. These mines
were very near the Moroccan border,
It was about the time when Asika
the Great died that the Mcors were
completely driven out of Spain (then
united under Ferdinand and Isabella).
For the Mcors, Asika’s death gave an
impetus to their aims at expanding
southwards, which they did un-
successfully for nearly a century. But
in 1591, after the conquest of the
salt mines and a hard-won victory
against the remnants of the Sudanese
army, the Moors triumphantly enter-
ed Timbuctoo. Peaceful existence
came to an end. Revolt succeeded
counter-revolt.  Timbuctoo's wealth
took a sheer drop into the abyss of
disintegration and never rose again.

In the beginning 1t was the
Sultan of Morocco who chose the
Pasha for his newly-won colony.
T.ater it was the army which chose
the Pasha: and whenit did. the Sultan
consequently lost authority. No
wonder the first century of Moroccan
rule saw 132 Pashas deposed in the
Sudan! In the meantime, Timbuctoo
had been very much weakened by

family feuds; and the nomadic Tuan
egs, the true founders of Timbuctos
eastly‘ovetcame the Moroccan oves
lords.

While the Sudanese were strug

gling openly for the control (
Timbuctoo, many brave explorey
ventured to reach it. Of thes

Dr. Mungo Park heriocally met hi
death by being forced down th
rapids near the city’s outport, Kabari
and M. Laing, a Frenchman, wa
ambushed and slain outside the cits
In 1828, another Frenchman, M. Rer:
Caillie reached Timbuctoo after &
overland trek and stayed there fc
2 weeks disguised as an Arab. Upca
his return to Eurcpe, and his dis
closure that ke had lived in Tin.
buctco, he was denounced as a lii
by prominent English explorers. Tt4
German explorer, Lenz, lived in tl4
city openly for 16 days, and fortun
tely enough, lived to tell his tale
This was in 1880. Upto this period
the cbjective of the Europeans had
been solely to lecate Timbuctoo. I-
1887 a French gunboat was sent out
to capture the city. This was success
fully repulsed. Anocther expedition
was also wiped out by the Tuaregs
The advance party of the column
under General Joffre was sent in
December 1893, and also met with
the same fate.

But in the next month, the main
column marched into Timbuctod
victoriously, and ended another ar
resting phase in the history of this
grim, Forbidden city of Africa.

(34)



Asoka and his Dharma

By Asha Sharma, B.A. (Hons) History, 111 vear

N order to appreciate a great man
of history, one must appreciate
the doctrine or ideal with which he
identified himself; thus, it is very
essential to  understand Asoka's
Dharma in order to give him his
proper place in the history of man-
kind. Before discusssing his Bharma
we should actually know the meaning
of that. In simple words it is like
this : “Holding morality to be an
essential condition of true happiness,

he picked up some of the great
principles of ethics from various
religions. These were collectively

styled, “Dharma,” which was not
Buddhism or any other religious
system, it was the essence of all re-
ligions, a code of duty based on
practical echics.”

There are divergences of opinion
on the real nature and character of
Asoka's Dharma. In Fleet’s opinion
Asoka’s Dharma is but a form of
‘Rajadharma’ consisting in the po-
litico-moral principles such as those
emtodied in the Great Epic. Vincent
Smith opines that the principles
promulgated by Asoka are common
to all religions without being identi-
cal with those of any one of them.
It is in agreement, mote or less, with
this view that Mookerjee is inclined
to appraise Asoka’s Dharma as some-
thing like a universal religion. Both
Sonart and Hultzsch are inclined to
interpret Asoka's Dharma in the light

of Buddha's words. Both Bhandarkar
and Ray Chaudhuri rightly draw
one's attention to the ideal ¢f the
righteous Chakravartin  upheld by
Buddha. Ascka's Dharma is wholly
consistent with principies of secular
Buddhism and not altogether in-
consistent  with those of other
systems of faith and belief. Whether
it Is treated as a form of Rajadharma,
or as a form of Buddhist upasaka—
dharm.a, cr even as a universal religion,
this positicn remains unaltered.

Ascka became a Buddhist in the
ninth year of his reign. For one year
he did not exert himself seriously on
behalf of his new religion. But there
after a change came over him, and he
was seized with an unflagging zeal.
After a few years he began to live with
a Buddhist Sangha and continued to
do so for more than a year, visiting
the holy places of the Buddhists,
that is, places connected with impor-
tant events in Buddha’s life. After
becoming a disciple in the Sangha he
became completely transformed and
soon developed into a zealot. To such
an extent, indeed, did he display his
religion during the year or so of his
sojourn with the Sangha, brief as
it was, that he could impartially and
fearlessly say about his work now
mixed that “men who were so long
unmixed with gods were now mixed
with them throughout Jamtuduipa.”
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That Asoka could achieve to such
an extent the elevation of the people
certainly shows that he was a man
of exceptional genuis; that he was a
man of individuality in the matter-
of religion too is amply proved by
the meaning he attached to the word
Dharma. He naot only enumerates
the attributes that fall under Dharma
but also mentions the specific prac-
tices thereof. According to him
Dharma consists of ‘Sadhane’ or
bahu-kayane, (much good); ‘apasinav’
(freedom from depravity), ‘Daya’
(Mercy), ‘Dana’ (Charity), ‘Satya’
(Truthfulness), ‘Sancha’ (Inner and
outer purity) and ‘Madave' (Gentle-
ness). Asoka also tells us how to
translate these virtues into action.
Thus ‘Daya’ means ‘non-slaughter’
of animal beings and non-injury to
creatures, 'dana’ is liberality towards
friends, to Brahmans and Siamana
ascetics. By ‘Sadhave’ he evidently
means works of public utility such
as he carried out himself, and such
as he describes in the following pas-
sages. “On the roads I planted the
banyan trees. They will offer shade
to men and heart; and wells dug at
every half ‘kos’, rest houses put up
and numerous watering places and
hospitals provided for man and beast:
medicinal herbs and drugs were
planted and supplied.” [says Pillar
Edict VII}. Thus not only the per-
formance of moral duties and
charities commemorated by him, but
also freedom from the passions are
necessary for the full and adequate
fulfilment of Dharma.

Asoka’s Dharma may be called a
‘Universal Religion’, the term being

used here in the sense that it is
broad based upon the principle of
tolerance. The Asokan idea of tole
ration differs, however, from the
general Indian idea in that it offers
a scheme of active co-operation
among all sects for their growth in
essential matters, and does not have
any sect to itself under the belief
that all faiths lead ultimately to one
and the same goal. In Asoka’s point
of view "“we desiguated one and same
deity by many a name.” It wants all
sects and exponents to come together
for frank and free inter-changes of
their thoughts and ideas in mutually
helping spirit. It urges that one
must not unduly extol one's own
sect and condemn another’s. He who
does that, does so because of his
devotion to his own sect and with
the desire of glorifying it. In doing
50; he not only does a great injustice
to other sects but also digs the grave
of his own sect.

With regard to the position of
Asoka’s ‘Dharma’ as a form of
Upasaka Dharma, Rhys Davids ob-
serves : ‘[t was the Dharma for
layman, as generally held in India,
but in the form, and with the modi-
fication, adopted by the Buddhists.
The curious thing about this Dharma,
as a description of the whole duty
of man, the goed layman, is, espe-
cially when we consider it's date—it’s
extraordinary simplicity.”

Asoka 1s a conspicuous instance of
a great monarch with whom renounc-
ing was an instrument of policy in
the hour of victory. But although he
never again indulged in warfare,
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gEere is no evidence of his own
e=pire failing against foreign invas-
xa. His figure has been decorated
By numerous colourful legends, but
w:ch more alive and imposing than~
any legend is the real Asoka as he
emerges from his words and his work,
Asoka is sometime compared with
Constantine and St. Paul. But the com-
parsion is unhappy, for Constantine
was superstitious, and cruel following
religious toleration only for political
policy, unlike Asoka’s noble and lofty
tdealism and true toleration. Ascka
no mere patron, but an active
apostle of Buddhism, can best be
compared to St, Paul, who raised
Christianity from a small sect to a
world religion. Ascka too, ‘‘was
supremely concerned with the dy-
namics of conduct, leaving no stone
unturned to restore his faith to it's
proper conduct.”

In the end we can say that Asoka’s
achievement was indeed tremendous,
and the effect of his rule on India
was very far-reaching. As Otts
Stein says: “That position of India
between the cultures can not be
better circumscribed than by a word
of one of the noblest rulers in the
list of mankind : ‘Dharmavijya.’
India’s relations towards West and
East were never defiled by waging
wars of material gain and only self-
defence forced the weapons in her
hands. Thus she won her victory
in accordance with the command of
Dharma; be it religion, be it morality,
call it culture or humanity. This
is the importance of India’s role in
history in which a place hardly
shared by any other country belongs
to her, from the remote past unto
this day; that is her unique and noble
position between the cultures.”

(Continued from page 32)

This lovable tomboyish sister of
mine (who, incidentally considers me
a snob and a sissy) is fast growing up
and acquiring those graces essentially
feminine in character, such as
modesty and reserve and bashfulness

which uptil now were unknown to
her. But whatever else may change,
her bubbling enthusiasm, her ir-
repressible spirit and deep love
for the poor and distressed will
not.
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Two Poems

By Shri J. K. Jain

A Fancy, A Dilemma

You turned me down

and clinched it there.

I suppose you knew what you did.
You had either somebody else in mind
or a different plan for yourself.

Now when we bump into each other
without our contriving it,

you look embarrassed and wish

you or I were gone.

As though you felt

you were not quite right.

Suppose now that you know

how I feel about you

and as time passes

I impinge on you more and more
and one day you're helpless as [ was,
what shall I say ?

Much water would have flowed.

I'll not be quite the same.

You would not cringe, not for love :
nor did L

You would still be clear.

What shall I say ?

It would be a reversal :
tragic or comic ?—I dare not think.

Time

Today I read
the story of a love

similar t¢c mine for you.

I tried to recollect

the pyramid of your hair,

the large bowls of your adonis eyes,

bubbling with amusement

and sometimes sad;

the exquisite fruit of your luscious
figure.

But your face

remained indistinct,

like cedars on a distant hill.

There was a time

when I could measure
the width of your mouth
even in your absence.

The past is a mere carcase.

Does it indicate

that the flame in my soul
was spurious,

fed by imaginary caresses
and the real No

flicked it off ?

Or that the passage of time
can dispel

drop by drop

even a most genuine passion ?

(38)



Future of English After 1965

By Khem Chand Vassandani, B.A. II year

THE question of future of English
has achieved tremendous signi-
ficance these days. The Official
Languages Bill was introduced in both
the Houses of Parliament and with
the support of sensible supporters it
was decided that English would con-
tinue as an assoclate official language
even after 1965, It was a wise
decision, indeed, as English seems to
be already on the upward curve.
This will probably be the pattern in
the foreseeable future because English
has undoubtedly no serious rival in
the field as yet. Many English
schools are springing up and there
is a heavy demand for such schools.
Departments of Education are at-
tempting now to mtroduce English in
the third year of a child's education.
Some regional institutes of English
are being set up in order to train
secondary teachers of English in new
methods and techniques. All this
means that English has a flourishing
present and bright future as well.

Every well-wisher of India feels
utmost importance of retaining Eng-
lish as an associate official language
even after 1965. In spite of this
decision some protagonists of Hindi,
have by their misplaced zeal done
more harm than good. Their main
aim is to undermine the importance
of English and persuade the younger
generations to focus its attention on
the development of our regional

languages. That English will be
replaced by Hindi is more a political
slogan  than a social  reality.
The arguments against English we
find are mostly born out of narrow
self-interest or false national pres-
tige. So this sort of unwise move
will undoubtedly undo all that the
English language has contributed to
the progress of our nation.

As a matier of fact, choice of
language is purely personal. Taking
the choice of individuals, we will

4

certainly find that English language

is the choice of majority of a people.
But the Englishist (if the term is
permitted) should not be so very
glad on dreaming this picture of the
continuity of English. In doing so
he has overlooked the fact that the
position which English language occu-
pied during the British rule cannot
be sustained i1n future. The writer
thinks that it is the duty of every
patriotic person in India to switch
over to a language of his own
(Hindi).

But the problem ahead is that
can we displace a language so sud-
denly which has been holding its own
for the past century and more in our
country ? If we doso, we will not
be able to solve the problem of
lenguage. So English cannot be re-
placed by Hindi at the cost of
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India’s progress purely for sentimental
reasons.

Moreover, Hindi, I am sorry to
say, has defects of its own. First-of
all it is not a world—established
language. This language is not a
powerful vehicle of thought and a
ready medium for expressing and
intrepreting our ideas to the outside
world. To establish contact with
the international world of thought
and science by means of this language
1s certainly a Herculean task  This
language also cannot help us to keep
pace with the quick progress being
made in science and technology.
Hindi does not serve us equally well
because many of the non-Hindi
speaking people exist in our country.
At the same time it is a matter of
great sorrow that this language of
ours 1s underdeveloped and poor in
literature. We find that Hindi and
other regional languages suffer from
woeful limitations also. Ample time
is needed to develop Hindi so as to
help it to become the cofficial language
of our country.

But let us see what we have
gained by having English as an as-
soctate official language and why
should it continue to be so even after
1965.

English has travelled far and wide
in India. It has equalled all the
regional languages under its influence
to such an extent that no language in
India is spoken without its aid. We
hated the British rule and the English
language was misunderstood to be the
medium of that rule. But now it is

widely accepted that English was the
most important single factor respot-
sible for unification of India and &t
last proved to be helpful in the causs
of our freedom. We can regard this
language a treasare, therefore, whicy
the Britishers left in India. So w:
cannot afford to replace it by Hind:
After all unity which exsists in our
country at present also, due to thi:
language, is more important than th-
language.

There is another paramount reason
why we should stick to English for
a few decades more. As obvious tc
everyone of us this is the age ot
science and technology and English
15 the only language of international
importance that can sufficiently help
us to make progress in this field.
We have once determined to face
Chinese future invasion, as it is ex-
pected, by strengthening cur detence
powers, expanding industries and
adopting new methods and means ot
making progress in every sphere of
life. There can be no turning back
now. In the circumstances, it would
be sheer foolhardiness to do away
with this language which is the me-
dium of expression of the greatest
scientists and thinkers of the world.
So banishing English would mean to
close doors to the progress of our
COUNtry.

Also English literature is one of
the best literatures of the world
because its literature is very rich.
Matthew Arnold said, “By nothing is
England more glorious than by her

(Continued on page 42)
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Some Unexpected Visitors

By C. Parvathi, Pre-Medical 11 year

[ was then a student of the higher

secondary class. To spend the
t;ja holidays quietly, away from the
=21ding crowd,” I had gone to my
r.usin's place. This was a sleepy
E =n in Madras State, on the borders
k: Mysore. Feeling tired after the
Kk ag journey, I went to bed early on
k-2 night of my arrival, determined
mt to get up until noon the next day.

But at cock-crow next morning,
I was awakened by some noise which
seemed strange to me and could not
eherefore be identified by me. Look-
rag through the window in that
cirection, [ saw some ‘buffaloes.
Surely the buffaloes here were un-
mually large, I thought. When I
%3s relapsing into sleep, my cousin
-ushed to me and asked me whether
> would like to see circus elephants.
S 1 was right, They were not
cuffaloes. I went out to the veran-
zah. What did I see ? Five huge

cuskers led by a cow-elephant. But
where was the mahaut ?  There was
-one., This looked puzzling. But

thit did not prevent me from having
a tull view of the unexpected visitors,
Their magnificence presented a spec-
ticle of unsurpassed beauty. Waving
thetr ears as if they needed a fan and
moving their trunks up and down,
they seemed to be in a happy mood.

We continued to exchange glances,
and this went on for half-an-hour.

Then there suddenly appeared a
police inspector and a dozen con-
stables, all armed with guns. My
cousin and I rushed o them and
asked them what it was all about.
But they were in no mood for con-
versation. They just said in grunts
that we girls were stupid and fool-
hardy because the visitors were wild
elephants. They added that they had
come to shoot them down in order

to save the rown's population,

Though knowing little about guns
and less about hunting, we felt that
this was a foolish idea. How could
six elephants be killed that way ?
The police people seemed to think
that their knowledge of the physio-
logy of the 'wild’ in our midst gave
them a claim to know the anatomy
of the wild of the forest. To dissuade
them from their venture, I reeled off
all that I knew about elephants. T
told them that like Achilles’s heel,
the elephant had certain weak spots.
One was in the middle of the skull.
Another was behind the ears. And
so on. Elephants were also afraid
of fire. The police people were
impressed. They accepted me as the
leader of the operations. I asked
them to send away their guns.
Meanwhile the elephants slavishly
moved away to the tank. They seemed
thirsty and went on drinking water.
Feeling contented they remained by
the side of the tank. I then started
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drawing up a plan for sending the
visitors back to where they came
from. People who collected in large
numbers advanced the theory that
the elephants had strayed from the
neighbouring Mysore forest where
Khedda operations were going on.
I collected all the information about
the lay out of the land. I decided that
our plan should be to send them back
to the forest. But the elephants did
not seem to be in a mood to go back.
They were happy at the sight of
the crowd, men, women and children,
which was growing larger and Iarge:.
All day long they remained where
they were. [ timed my action for
night-fall. By then I had collected
fifty drummers. What were the
drums made of ? Kerosine tins. Not
to scare away the elephants, I had
asked them to beat the drums slowly.
At a signal from me when the sun
was about to go down, they began to

beat the drums. As expected, th:
elephants responded. But they begaz
to move in precisely the opposits
direction. That way would havs
meant the ruin of my plan., Thes
would have gone to the very heart (i
the town and destroyed everything:
But I was not daunted, I was pre-

pared for this emergency. 1 askel
my torch-bearers to light thei:
torches and to wave them. Icallei

my ace marksman to throw a stond
at the cow-elephant exactly at thd
centre ot her skull. The moment tha
stone hit her, the cow-elephani
turned and saw in the direction ¢?
the forest. The female of the specie:
being the leader, the tuskers to
changed their direction and followel
her. To the immense relief of th:
older people, but to the disappoint-
ment of the children, the elephant:
vanished into the forest.

{Continued from page 39)

poetry.” And the study of English
literature can be a rich experience
and an ennobling influence for all
of us. Moreover, in all civilized
countries, it is expected of every
civilized person that he has fairly
sood knowledge of at least one foreign
language; the one we can easily learn
is English; for the use of English
by Indians over a century and more,
has produced an easy familarity with
that language. After all, it is a
flowery language, easy to understand,
2asy to read, easy to write and easy
to express oneselt in. It is a sort
of priceless legacy left to us by the

British. It is alse a fascinating scudy
full of possibilities and likely to shec
much light on Inde-cultural reiations.
English, therefore, can never be dis
pensed with ; it has taken deer
roots in the intellectual life of India
English provides the link for Indians
to live together in a happy world.
Therefore, English will bave to be
learned by every Indian boy and girl
It is a matter of pleasure that Indiar
universities also are now aware o
the value of and necessity for main-
taining English as the medium o:
instruction tu colleges for a long time
to come.
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About QOurselves

Since the publication of the last -

wssue of the Desh in March many
events took place which need must
be recorded and reported officially in
our columns.

The Annuval Prize-giving was
presided over by Dr. C.D. Desh-
mukh, the Vice-Chancellor, Univer-
sity of Delhi.

Dr. Amba Prasad, the new Princi-
pal, took over from Shri R. K. Sud
who had been working as Officiating
Principal for about a year and a half.
We welcome him and hope that the
Desh will flourish under him as it
has done all along since its inception.

The Staff

There have been a number of
changes in the Staff. We have kept
up our ‘export and import’ gquota.
Shri  Surinder Kumar, Shri Vinay
Kumar and Shri S. K. Jain have gone
to the States for higher studies. The
first two resigned the service of the
College and Shri Jain has gone on one
year's study leave. Shri Baldev
Mitter and Shri S, P. Malhotra re-
turned from the States and resumed
duty. Shri R. P. Budhiraja is also
expected to join eatly next term. Shri
S. M. Sehgal did not return to the
college on the expiry of study leave.

Shri S. K. Jain (Mathematics)
obtained the degree of Ph.D. Qur
heartiest congratulations,

Dr. R. K. Dewan (Chemistry)
left us and joined the Punjab Univer-
sity at Chandigarh. We wish him
the best of luck.

Dr. R. D. Bharadwaj has been
granted extension of service for one
year more,

Hymen bad his toll : pretty heavy
this time. Miss Usha Sachdev, Shri

. R. K. Sharma and Shri Kaushal Kumar

got married. Qur heartiest congra-

tulations.

We congratulate Mrs. R. K.
Parshad and Shri Lalit Mohan Sharma
on the birth of their sons. We con-
gratulate Shri B. S. Puri on the mar-
riage of his daughter.

We express our deep sense of
sorrow and convey our heartfelt sym-
pathies to Shri D. S. Mann on the sad
death of his infant son.

The following persons have joined

the Staff :—

Shri V.P. Kukreja (Chemistry)
Miss Manjit Kaur (Economics)
Mrs. Tapti Chakravarti (Bengali)
Shri Rajender Nath (Sanskrit)

Shri Chhattar Singh (Political
Science)

Gk o=

6. Shri P. S. Dabas (Hindi)

We welcome them to the ‘family’.
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Admissions

The admissions to the college this
year reached the record figure of
1075 as against 965 last year. This
includes about 500 women students.

The college started this vear
Honours Class in Sanskrit with 12

students.
The Office and the Library
Shri B. S. Aggarwal, the Head

Clerk, has gone on one year’s leave
to take up a job in the local YWCA.
His subsitute has not so far join-
ed. Shri N. C. Vashisht, the Assist-
ant Librarian, resigned his post to
join the local office of the Indian In-
stitute of Science. Qur best wishes !

Shri Ravi Bhatia joined ss Typist
Clerk in"place of Shri Raj Wadhwa,
Oftficiating Clerk.

The College Union

The annual elections of the College
Union and Supreme Councillors were
held on 9th August 1963. The follow-
ing were elected office-bearers of the
College Union for the year 1963-64.

: Jagjit Singh Nayar
B.A. (Pass), Il year

Ashok Kumar Chopra
B A. (Hons), II year

: Anil Roy, B.A. (Pass),
II year

Satish Grover, B.A,
(Pass), Il year

President

Vice-President :

Secretary

Asstt Secrtary .

Class Representatives :

Virender Bhatti, Pre-Medical
Vinod Sethi, B.A. (Pass & Hons),
I year
Yug Prakash Dar, B.A. (Pass &
Hons), 11 year
Igbal Bhutani, B.A. (Pass & Hons),
I vear
Jugal Kishore Dogra, B.Sc. (Gen.
& Hons), I year
R. C. Grover, B.Sc. (Gen. & Hons),
Il year
K. K. Malhotra, B.Sc. {(Gen. &
Hons), III year

The following teachers and students
were nominared by the Principal to
be members of the Union Committee.

Shri R. L Kakar

Mrs. R. K. Parshad

Shri K. C. Kanda

Shri V. N. Pasricha

Dr. M. M. Abluwalia

Kanwal Nain Bahl, B. A. (Pass),
I11 year

5. Kamalam, B.Sc., Il year

The Union Committee recom-
mended to the Principal that the
following students might be assosiated
with the Canteen Committee.

Mohinder Chepra
Gurpal Singh

S. Kamalam
Asha Bawa

The Union decided to cnllect
money to celebrate the Teachers Day
(5th September, 1963) which also hap-
pens to be the President’s birthday.
This was done in collaboration with
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Principal (Dr.) Amba Prasad taking the Salute on the NCC Day.



the Social Service League. Qur stu-
dents collected money from within
ehe College as well as from outside,
Total amount collected was Rs. 810/-
lehich is more than the collections
krom any other College. We have,
therefore, topped the list of Colleges
coce again in regard to collection
ctf money.

The inaugural function of the
College Union was held on 14th Sep-
ember 1963, Dr. B. N. Ganguly,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of
Delhi, delivered the inaugural address.
His address was followed by a short
sariety programme,

Names of Membets of the Supreme
Council of Delhit University Students’
Union from Deshbandhu College for
the year 1963-64 are given below :

Kamlesh Khanna, B.A. (P), II year
Urmila Malhotra, B.A. (P), III year
Lily Baweja, B.A. (P), III year
Avtar Ganju, Pre-Med., II year
Y. S. Bhist, B.A. (P, Il year
Suresh Popli, B.Sc., I year
Narendra Sharma, B.A. (Hons),

II year
Goutam Banerji, B Sc., III year
Jugal Kishore Dogra, B.Sc., I year
Sham Kumar, B.Sc., II year

The third annual Inter-college
Declamation Contest, for the Mehr
Chand Khanna Trophy, was held on
29th October 1963, Teams from 8
colieges participated in the Declama-
won. Deshbandhu College was re-
rresented by Yug Prakash Dar and
Davinder Mamik. The following
constituted the panel of judges.

Shri Harish Chandra, Member
Board of Administration

Dr. V. D. Mahajan, Advocate,
Supreme Court of India

Mrs, B. Rajan, Lecturer in English,
Lady Shri Ram college

The trophy was awarded to the
Hansraj College team. The first prize
was awarded to Mr. Sunder of the
Hansraj College and the second prize
was shared by Nilima Shorie of the
Miranda House and Mr. Ashok Roy
of the Shri Ram College of Commerce.

A prize competition in Music and
Mono-acting was held on 30th and
31st QOctober, 1963, Same items were
presented on both the days and the
prizes were also awarded on the basis
of the performances of both the days.
This was done to enable maximum
number of students to attend the
functions.

The following members of the
Staff acted as judges.

Music -

Shr1 V. N. Pasricha
Shri J. K. Jain
Shri Lalit Mohan Sharma

Mono-acting :

Mrs. R. K. Parshad
Shri S. P. Kapoor
Shri M. M. Verma

Prizes were awarded to the follow-
ing students :
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Music:

I Prize
S. Rajeswari, B. A, III year

Il Prize -
Sarojini Kapoor, B. A, II year
Yug Prakosh Dar, B. A., II year

Honourable mention :
Tejinder, B. A. (Hons), I year
Mono-acting :

Tribhuvan Kaul, B, A., Il year
S. P. Ganguli, B. A. (Hons), Il year

The Planning Forum

The following were elected the

office-bearers of the Forum for
1963-64,
President : Sudershan  Narula

B.A. (Hons), III year

¢ Om Prakash Kohli
B. A.(Pass), [ year

: Prabha Rani, B. A.
(Pass), Il year

Vice-Presideet

Secretary

Asstt. Secretaries

Ashok Kumar Khanna, B.A. (Pass),
I year
Sneh Lata Bansal. B. A (Hons),
I year

As usual, the Planning Forum cele-
brated the National Plan Week in
collaboration with the Uuiversity
Planning Forum with great enthusi-
asm. The Forum has arranged a trip
to the Bhakra-Nangal Project during
Diwali holidays in November.

The Mathematics Association

The following candidates. have
been elected to the various offices
the Mathematics Association.

Adviser : Dr. R. N. Kaul.

President : Sudesh Sharma,
B.A.(Hons), I year

Secretary : Manohar Lal

Chawla, B. Sc.,

year

: Mahesh Satija,
B. Sc., II year

Assit, Sect.

Class Representatives :

Anil Kumar Bhargava, B. A,
(Hons), II year
R. C. Grover, B. Sc., II year

The inaugural function of the
Mathematics Association was per=—
formed by Mr. Shanti Narayan
Principal, Hans Raj College, Delhi, and
an eminent Mathematician, on Satur—
day, the 28th September, 1963. The
distinguished guest was received by
the Principal and a large number of
students were present to hear him.

After a brief introduction by thel
Adviser, Principal Shanti Narayan
speaking on the subject: “What is
Mathematics” said that there was
time when Pure Mathematics was
pursued with an eye on application
vather than for its own sake. The
changes in the world around u
demand changes in the outlock orn
Mathematics. According to him it is,
perhaps, the result of these changes
that we have several algebras and
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several geometries. In the end, he
referred to three interesting problems
of antiquity that had intrigued the
minds of many a good mathematician,

namely (a) Trisection of an angle ; (b}~

Sjuaring of a circle (¢) Duplication of
a cube. These have been settled once
for all by Galois, a famous French
Mathematician of the 10th century, by
proving that the above problems are
not solvable with the help of rule and
compass.

The English Literary Society
: Shri J. K. Jain
: Harkirat Singh

Asstt. Secretaries:Latika Tatwawad;,
Gurpal Singh

Adviser
Secretary

This English Literary Society held
a get-together on the 30th August,
1963. The members recited their
favourite poems and the recordings
of some of the poems of John Donne,
G. M. Hopkins and T. S. Eliot were
played. Shri R.K. Sud, who was in the
chair, advised the members firstly to
make their recitations audible; second-
ly, to rehearse them well and learn
them by heart; and, finally, to know
the reasons for liking a particular
poem. The Principal graced the
occasion with his presence.

In the next meeting, held under
the Chairmanship, again, of Shri R.K.
Sud, four members read papers on
‘The Point of view of an Essayist’
It was followed by a discussion which
was summed up by the Chairman
who said that the essayist looked st
life in a uniquely personal way and

the essay proper was an art of inti-
mate and informal confiding in the
readet.

Dr. A. N. Kaul, Reader in Eng-
lish. Delhi University, presided over
the next meeting. He spoke on
‘Charles Dickens in Our Time’ with
special reference to ‘David Copper-
field. While answering some of the
modern criticism of Dickens, namely
the lack of a unifying moral pattern
in his work and the ‘flatness’ of his
characters, he remarked that one
wondered whether Dickens could not
be enjoyed for his remarkable ‘energy
of visicn.” his social sympathies, his
humorous representation of life and
the diversity of his world. Moreover,
the best of Dickens (as seen in
Martin Chuzzlewilt and Hard Times,
had structural integrity, tco.

The Sanskrit Parishad

The Annual elections of the
Sanskrit Parishad were held on the
13tk August, 1963. The following
students were elected to the various
offices of the Sanskrit Parishad for
the year 1963-64.

: Shri M.L. Chaudhry

: Virendra Pahuja,
B.A., Il year

: Kaushalya Wadhwan
B.A. (Hons), II year

: Chiranjit Kaur, B.A,
(Hons), III year

Meera, B.A. (Hons),
Sanskrit, I vear

Adviser

President

Vice-Fresident

Secretary

Joint-Secretary :
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Class Representatives :

Chand, B.A. (Pass & Hons), III year
Sukesh Vahil, B.A. (Pass & Hons),

II year
Urmil Mathur, B.A. (Pass & Hons),
I year

Surendra Kapil, B.A. (Sanskrit)
Hous, I year

The Hindi Parishad

The elections of the Hindi Parishad
were held on 20th August, 1963. The
following uffice-bearers were elect-

ed :—
Adviser : Shri R. L. Varma

: Bhim Sen Mittal
B A. (Hons), II year

President

: Ramesh Kumar Sethi
B.A., Il year

Vice-President

: Tej Krishan Bhatia,
B.A. (Hons), II year

Secretary

Asst. Secretary : Ramesh Kumar Chitra
B.A. (Hons), I vear

Class Representatives :

Umesh Chandra Saxena, B.A
(Hons), I year
Champa Chugh, B.A. (Hons),
IIT year
Sarvesh Chandra, B.A. (Hens),
Subsidiary Hindi
Vinod Sagar, B.A. (Pass), I year
Sarojini Kapur, B.A. (Pass), I year
Mukesh Bihari Twakli, B.A. (Pass),
IIT year

Extension Lecture

On 20th September, 1963, Dr. K B
Misra of the Dyal Singh College, New
Delhi, gave a talk on ‘Lahar’ for the
students of Honour, classes.

“The Inaugural Function of the
Hindi Parishad was held on 23-10-63.
Dr, Prabhakar Machwe, renowned
literateur of Hindi and Assistant
Secretary, Sahitya Akademi, presided
over the function.

Dr. Ramesh Chand Jain gave a
talk on ‘Philology’ to students of
Honours classes on 2 11-63.

The Sindhi Literary Society

The following were elected office-
bearers of the Society for the year
1963-64.

Adviser

President

: Shri S. M. Jhangiani
: Ramesh Chotthani

Vice-President : Narain Bhatia

Secretary : Ishwar Nawani

Joint-Secretary : Prakash Badlani
Class Representatives :

Sarojini Hemrajani, B. A., III year
Mira Rajani, B. A., II year
Asha Bijlani, B. Sc., I & II year
Hiroo Teckchandani, B.A. (Hons),
1 year
Kaushalya Sabhnani, B.A., I year
Usha Hingorani, B. A. (Hons), I
year
Rani Manshani, Pre-Medical
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Two monthly meetings were held
m August and September, 1963. Asha
Bijlani, Meera Rajani, Kamla Ram-
makhiani, Purnima Lalwani, Narain
Bhatia. Prakash Badlani, Ramesh-

noithani and Raju Gursabant gave
Binihi songs, jokes, riddles etc. to
prrertain the members.

The annual picnic was held at

ra) Kund and the Qutub on 29th
September, 1963, The purpose of the
gicnic was to inculcate among the
members the spirit of co-operation
and discipline and to train them in
prganizational matters. The picnic
was very well organized and proved
a grand success, The credit goes to
Ramesh Choithani, Sarojini Hemrajni,
Lhwar Navani, Mira Rajani, Narain
Bhatia, Kaushalya and Mewal Sabh-
wrani, Bhagwati Bhambhani, Asha Ram
Singhani, Usha Hingorani, Narain
Gulrajani, Sarap Gehani, Mira Makhi-
Bni, Asha Bijlani, Raju, Laj Navani,
Nari Daryant and others.

The Essay Competition is schedul-
ed for 21st Oct 1963 and the Annual
Day for 10th February, 1964.

The Social Service League

The following constitute the office-
boarers of the Social Service l.eague
tor the Year 1963-64 :—

: Shri S.M. Jhangiani
: Sneh Prabha Gulati
: Kamlesh Balchandant

: Lajpat Rai Dang

Adviser
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Joint-Secretary : Gurmukh Masand

Student’s Representative, University
Social Service League :

Vasdev Gursahani

“Members of the Executive :

Sarojinit Kapoor

C. B Mehta

Urmil Talwar
Yashpal Bhatani
Gopal Krishna Kohli

The League in collaboration with
the College Union collected funds on
the Teachers’ Day which was cele-
brated on 5th September, 1963.

A few tickets of the Lucky Draw
in aid of the Hospital Welfare
Society were also sold.

A few articles lost and found were
restored to the owners.

A Students’ Store has been started
for the benefit of the students. The
following articles of daily use are
available in the Store and are sold at
comparatively cheaper rates than
those prevalent in the market :
Exercise note books of various sizes,
Pracrical Note Books for Physics and
Chemistry, Hair pins, Jura pins,
Practical Loose Sheets for Botany and
Zoology, Ladies Handkerchiefs,
Pencils, Erasers, Ink, Needles, and
Thread. Students should patronize
the Store.

Employment Information and Assis-
tance Service

Neccessary arrangements have been
made with the University Employ-
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ment, Information and Assistance
Bureau, University of Delhi, Delhi,
under which second class graduates
of this college are registered in the
college itself and ex-students are
saved from much botheration. Regu-
lar students are also registered for
part-time jobs. Shri S. M. Jhangiani
has been appointed Placement Officer
for this college and any information
on employment and training opportu-
nities can be had from him.

The Department of Health and
Physical Education

Regular practice in various games
i, e. Cricket, Foot-ball, Hockey,
Basket-ball, Badminton, Volley-ball,
Table-tennis and Athletics etc. has
been started in right earnest. We
are still short of good and grassy
play-grounds but this year we hope
to improve our grounds. Let us see
how our teams fare in the coming
Inter-college competitions.

The following have been appointed
office-bearers for various games for

1963-64.

Cricket
Captain : Ramesh Shrivastava
Secretary : Kamlesh Mehra
Foot-ball
Captain : Ramesh Grover
Secretary : S. P. Ganguly
Hockey
Captain : S.F. Verma
Secretary : Harbans Singh

Achletics

Captain : Mohinder Chopra

Secretary : Gulshan Kakar
Basket-ball :

Captain : Satish Kumar

Secretary : S. Sundar

Table-tennis :

Captain

Secretary : Parmod Kumar Bhatnag
Volley-ball

Captain

Secretary : Yash Pal Bhutant
Badminton

Captain : Mohinder Berri

Secrerary : Sudarshan Lal Maini

The F istory Association

The following have been elected
office-bearers of the History Asso.
ciation for the year 1963-64.

President » (Km.) Sudarshan
Gupta B.A_, II year

Vice-President : (Km.) Uma Vahil,
B. A, IIl year

Secretary : Narendra Sharma,

B. A. (Hoens), I year

Ashok Behari, B. A.
(Hons), I year

Joint Secretary :

Class Representatives :

(Km.) Asha Sharma, B. A. (Hons),
III year
(Km.) Kulwant Kaur, B. A I year
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(Km.) Raj Kumari, B. A. (Hons),
IT1 year
(Km.)Puneeta Kapur B. A. (Hons),
I year
Vijay Khosla B.A., I year,
(Km.) Shoba Arora B. A,, Il year
(Nominated)

The members of the History Asso-
ciation will go on a picnic-cum-local
historical excursion on 2nd Qctober,
1963. The party will visit Tughlakabad,
Surajkund, Shamshi Talab, Jogmaya
Temple, the Qutub, the United States
Embassy, Nizamuddin and Humayun’s
tomb. The party will be led by Prin-
cipal (Dr.) Amba Prasad, Shri B. B.
Saxena and Dr. M. M. Ahluwalia.

The Science Association

This year the Science Association
seeins to have made a good start.
Membership of the Science Associ-
ation has been made compulsory and
as a result practically every science
student is a member of the same.
Keeping in view the heaithy tradition
of democracy, the election of office-
bearers and class representatives were
held on 22 August, 1963. The follow-

ing bhave been elected office-

bearers.

President : Krishna Mahendra,
B. Sc., III vear.

Szeretary : Raman K. Dhawan

B. Sc. II, year
Ajit Singh Sahni
Pre-Medical, II year

Asstt Secretary :

Class Representatives :

Y. D. Mathur, B. Sc., III year

Tejinder Singh Hazuria B.Sc., 11 yr,

Srivastava B. Sc., I year

Anil Kumar Singhal, Pre-Medical,
IT year

This year the constitution of the
Science Association has been written
in which the aims and objects for
which the Science Association stands
and also the functions of wvarious
office-bearers, from the Adviser to
each member of the Executive Com-
mittee, have been well defined and
elucidated. This is a very significant
step in the direction of making the
Science Association a more effective
and efficient body in due coutse of
time. It is against this background
that the offlce of the Vice-President
has been created and provision made
for three more members of the Exe-
cutive Committee. The following have
been nominated as members:

President : Vinod Kumar Sood,
B. Sc., III year
Member : Shobana Chaudhary
B. Sc., IT year
Member : Vinod Kumar Wali
B. Sc., I year
Member : Indra Aggarwal,

Pre-Medical

Thus the number of members of
the Executive Committee is eleven.
The Principal nominated Mr., M.L.
Sanduja as the Adviser and Mr. D. S,
Mann as the Treasurer.

The Association has started
lecture competition on scientific sub-
jects amongst the science students.
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Ranvir Datta, B. Sc. 1 year, gave a
talk on “Space Travel” and Jagdish
Kishore Dogra, B. Sc. I year, spoke
on “Science and Modern life.”

The sole object of starting lecture
competition series is to inculcate a
sense of academic interest in students,
These contests will continue.

Shri C.L. Kumar and Shri V.Verma
have kindly agreed to act as judges
for the same for the whole year,

The Science Association takes
pleasure in announcing the starting of
a Wall Magazine in the science
laboratory corridor. It would be a fort
nightly magazine. S. Kamlam, B. Sc,
IIl year, has been appointed student
Editor of the same.

The Association intends to take
students to places of scientific inte-
rest in the near future.

Some of the other important items
besides the above are showing docu-
mentary films in varicus scientific
fields and holding paper reading con-
tests and debates on scientific subjects.

The Political Science Association

The elections of the members of
the Executive of the Political Science
Association for the year 1963 64 were
held on 17th August, 1963. The
following students were elected office-
bearers.

Adviser

President

: Shri M. M. Verma
: Narain Bhatia B. A,
(Hens) Pol Sc, 11T vyr.

: Mohinder Pal Singh
Bakshi B. A.
(Pass), II year

: Vinod Sethi

(Pass), I year

Ramesh Sethi B. A

(Pass), II year

Vice-President

Secr-tary B. A

Asstt, Secretary :

Class Representatives :

Sneh Prabha Gulati
Hiren Tekchandani
Sarvesh Chander
Kamal Chopra
Bhim Sen Mittal
Krishan Satija

The Inaugural Function of the
Association  was held on 18-10-63.
Shri Gurmukh Nahal Singh, formen
Governor of Rajasthan, presided and

Prof. V. K. N. Menon, Director,
Indian Institute of Public Adminis-
tration, delivered the inaugural
address.

The National Cadet Corps

The moest significant feature of
this year is the Compulsery Enrol-
ment in NCC. This was started some-
what late in the session last year
under the impact of the Chinese in-
vasion. This year it takes effect as
a compulsory measure for all under-
graduates. The students, both boys
and girls, have risen to the occasion
and have accepted the challenge. It
is bound tco transform the youth of
the country. It will not only shake
off their lethargy, and give them a
new toughness and discipline but will
also fill them with a new spirit and
patrictism., The rewards for the
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training are many. 39 of our cadets
from the various NCC wings have
been selected for Emergency Com-
mission, G.D. Pilot and the Navy. So
many of them have already finished -
their training and have been posted
to various battalions 1n the army.
Dne of our cadets, Cpl. Ashok Mal-
Botra, has gone o attend a six week's
Blountaineering Course at Darjeeling,
He will join us on 16th October, 63.
We have got three wings in the col-
lege for Boys and one for Girls, namely:
Two NCCR Coy-Strength-425 Cadets,
Naval Wing-One Troop-,,—50 Cadets,
Artillery Wing-One Troop-20 Cadets,
Girls : Two NCCR Coys-418 Cadets.

375 Boys and 125 NCC Girls
from our college took part in the
Promise Parade inspected by our
beloved Prime Minister on 14 August,
1963 at the Hans Raj College grounds.

Our first Route-March for NCC
Rifle Cadets (Boys) was organized on
Sunday, the 29th September. They
went to the Humayun Tomb and
stayed there for the day, Lunch and
tea etc, were provided from NCC
funds.

Compulsory NCC training in
the college was formally inaugurated
by the Principal on 7th August, 63.
He stressed the need of the hour and
advised the cadets to come upto the
standard and, if need be, to give their
lives for the honour of the country
and the glory of NCC. It was a
heartening feature.

Shri D.S. Mann, an energetic mem-
ber of our staff, completed his Pre-

commission training in the last week
of March and brought credit to the
college and himself by standing second
in the course. We congratulate him
and welcome him,

One of the senior and most effi-
cient members of our P. I Staff,
Subedar Bishan Dass Sharma, left us
recently after completing three years
with us. He has been posted back to
his parent Unit, Sub. Ram Datta has
come in his place. We wish him a
happy time here.

NCC Day Celebrations

This time NCC day was celebrat-
ed on Solidarity day i.e. on 20th
Oct., 63. An impressive parade and
spectacular Flag March by about 800
cadets (Boys & Girls) marked the
NCC Day celebrations in the college.
60 gir] cadets trom our college went
to take part in the central parade at
I. T. I. Pusa Institute.

Our Principal, Dr. Amba Prasad,
took the salute at the march past in
the college. He told the importance
of the Day to the cadets. He praised
their training and turn out and said
that NCC in this college had got good
tradition—it was to be kept up by
cadets by their hard work and good
discipline. They must be ready for
all eventualities, if need be.

Earlier at 9-30 A. M. the cadets
took a pledge to preserve the freedom
and integrity of the motherland.
Messages of greetings from the Presi-
dent, Union Defence Minister and
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Director General of NCC were read
out to the cadets,

After the ceremonial March Past in
the college Girl cadets went on a Flag
March towards Kalkaji Temple and
Boy cadets went to Malviya Nagar
side. Girl cadets inspite of shoe bite
on their feet marched like trained
soldiers.

The Inter-College Youth Festival

The University of Delhi held the
Inter-College Youth Festival Com-
petition from 20th to 27th September,
1963. Our college participated in as
many as five items: dance, drama,
group song, instrumental music, and
modelling

We presented the Santhal Folk
Dance which, it 1s a pleasure to
report, was adjudged second best in
the University. The dancing troupe
consisted of six members: Rama Kapur,
Dev Nita, Varsha, Prabha, Rekha
and Promila, and to them all we
extend our congratulations

‘Kamra No. 5, a one-act-play in
Urdu, was our contribution to the
drama competition. The play was
very well received by the audience
and admired by the judges. The
acting talent of Mr. 8. P. Ganguli,
who played the Hakim, won special
applause and prolonged cheers. The
other commendable roles were per-
formed by Tribhuvan Kaul, the Actor,
and Ram Babu Sharma, the Darwan.
The success of the play, however, was
due to the excelleat work and co-
operation of every memher of the
cast which consisted of the following

students :  Vinod Sethi (Doctor).
Tribhuvan Kaul (Doctor),S.P. Ganguli
(Hakim), Miss Surinder Sandhu (Lady
Teacher), Ram Babu (Darwan),
Virender Ganju (Agent) and Ravinder
(Editor).

Likewise, our Group Song went
otf very well. Though we did not win
any position, it evoked an encourag-
ing response from the audience. The
following students comprised the
team : Rajeshwari, Harmohan, Saro-
jini, Gita, Tejinder, Harvinder Singh,
Ghanshyam and Radhey Shyam.

Before being sent up to the Uni-
versity these three items were also
presented on the college stage, and
the students witnessed the pro-
gramme in two shows arranged in the
afternoon of 22nd September, 63,

The entire programme was arrang-
ed under the auspices of the College
Dramatic Club, and owes its succcess
in no small measure to the enthusi-
asm and interest of its advisers : Shri
K. C. Kanda and Shri J. K. Jain
Thanks are also due to Mrs Thomas,
Mrs Parshad, and Mr. Pasricha for
their valuable help and suggestions.

The Music Club
Adviser : Shri V. Verma

The Music Club started its acti-
vities this year with the selection of
the otfice-kearers. Narendra Sharma,
and Sarojini Kapoor were nominated
as President and Secretary respective-
ly. Besides, an Organizing Committee
was also formed to ensure the success
of the various functions,
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The inauguration of the club was
k—ormed by our Principal, Dr. Amba
P-:sad, on the 19th October, 1963.

=2 Principal who is aiso the patron
p: cthe Club, advised the students
I tire college to come forward and to
k:se the best possible use of their
k :sical talents.

The function was by far a success.
I- was unprecedented in several res-
Er:cts. A song by Tejinder, a duet

Sarojini Kapoor and Tejinder

p=d a Punjabi song by S. Dixit were
=2]] rendered and well received, Mr.
Rina (a guest artist) played on the
e.cctric  guitar and delighted the
a_dience very much. Shri Nurinder
Kipoor, an ex-President of the Music
L ub, gave a very nice performance.

Teazhers Day Collections

In this years’ Teachers Day Col
lection, Deshbandhu College has
ropped the list. Qur College collected
‘Rs. 810-. The second College is
Pramiia College which has collected
Rs:. 570- and 3rd is Lady Irwin Col-
ege which has collected Rs. 07/-.
Last year the highest collection was
Rs. 500 - of L. P. College for Women
Thus our College has beaten the
record of the last year and has stood
vary high this year and the difference
between the lst and 2nd college col-
lection is considerable. There were
45 institutions which made the
collection.

The World University Service

On 22nd August, 1963, the Princi-
pal and Chairman (WUS) nominated

the following persons to constitute
the W, U. S, Committee of our
College :

- Dr. M. M. Ahluwalia : Adviser
Satinder Vij. B.A. (Hons), II yr.
Arun Rastogl, B.A. (Hons), II yr.
Y.P. Dar, BA. (Hons), I yr.
Latika, B.A (Hons), 1] vear
Shobha Arora, B.A. (Pass) II vear
Kamlesh Khanna, B A. (Pass), Il yr.

The inaugural meeting of the
W.U.S. was addressed by the Vice-
Chancellor on 10th September, 1963,
and was attended by three re-
presentatives of this College. namely
Dr. M. M. Ahluwalia (Adviser),
Y. P. Dar, and Shobha Atora.

The W. U. S. Committee of this
College intetested itself in the prob-
lems of the foreign students of this
College and an informal get-together
was arranged for them in the Princi-
pal's oifice on 2lst September, 1963,
for the same purpose. Consequently,
a 'Foreign Students Association' came
into  existence with Hardev Kaur
Panesar as President, Emily Zalani
as Secretary, and Dr. M .M. Ahluwalia
as Adviser. All this was done under
the guidence of the Principal who
met the foreign students and W.U.S.
Committee over a cup of tea.

W. .S is also running a Book
Bank in the college for poor students.
Steps are being taken to expand it
considerably.

The Vice-Chancellor has approved
nomination of Dr. M.M. Ahluwalia as
a member ot the General Committee
of the Delht World University
Service.
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